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Nation -Wide Approval — Paeans of Praise 
Greet Opening Issue 


Catalog Supplement 


About eight out of every ten sub- 
scribers to Books ON TRIAL have been 
asking for a more complete list of books. 

Catalogs are becoming increasingly 
expensive to print but a still greater 
problem is in trying to keep them up 
to date. Book publishing is somewhat 
seasonal, with a greater proportion 
appearing during the fall and spring 
months, but new books are being pub- 
lished every month, consequently any 
catalog is incomplete almost from the 
date it is printed. 

Priorities on materials and labor dis- 
locations are already causing delays in 
publishers’ schedules, price changes will 
cause increased correspondence and still 
further complications are expected. 

In order to be of further service to 
our subscribers we have decided that 
instead of issuing a coniplete catalog 
once or twice a year we will try out 
a monthly supplement idea. 


Monthly Revisions 


We have included in this issue a com- 
prehensive list of the best books and 
each succeeding issue will include a list 
of the books of leading publishers ap- 
pearing during the interim period. 

(See Page 3, Col. 1) 


NEW FEATURES 


Librarians’ Poll of Leading Books 


When we first talked about publish- 
ing Books ON TRIAL we promised only 
the charts—with foot-notes on certain 
titles. “You may get some additional 
features” we told the early subscribers, 
“but if you do they will be a bonus. It 
is the chart for which you are paying.” 

We had, however, a few dozen other 
ideas in mind for future development. 


Permit te Publish 


Among many interesting letters 
received are those requesting per- 
mission to use material from 
“Books on Trial” for various pur- 
poses. And also letters from Edi- 
tors inviting our attention to their 
publications and expressing the 
hope that the same may be useful 
to us. 

We are grateful to these Editors 
for their kind suggestions and as 
“Books on Trial” exists only for 
the good it may do we invite all 
subscribers to make whatever use 
they can of anything we may print. 
We ask only that credit be given 
to our contributors or to authors 
and publishers quoted by us. 








‘“‘Best Seller’ Lists Show Quantity—‘‘Books on Trial,” Quality 


Some of these were covered in the April 
issue. Instead of occasional foot-notes 
we furnished comments on practically 


every book charted. We included a few 


sketchy reviews and mentioned that by 
September we intended to include a 
large number of full-length reviews, at 
which time incidentally the price will 
be $2.00. 


Three Growing Groups 


We asked for volunteers for three 
groups—Reviewers, Commentators and 
Readers—with gratifying results. Men’s 
and Women’s Colleges and Universities 
were equally enthusiastic in offering to 
cooperate. We were particularly im- 
pressed by reports from seminary Rec- 
tors of the encouragement given to stu- 
dents to get practice and experience in 
evaluating current literature. Our read- 
ers should in future months benefit 
one way or another from these develop- 
ments. We have under way another very 
ambitious new project which we now 
expect to announce in detail in our 
September issue. 

We want to tell you now of a pre- 
liminary undertaking and, at the risk 
of being tiresome, may we repeat that 

(Continued on Page 2) 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Published monthly, at least eight times yearly, 
and copyrighted by Tue THomAs More 
Liprary AND Book Suop, an Illinois “not for 
profit” corporation, 22 West Monroe Street, 
Chicago, ‘Illinois. Subscription price, $2.00 per 
year. Charts for posting furnished quarterly 
for 50c extra. 25c per copy. 


Joun C. Tutty, Editor 


MAY-JUNE, 1942 


HELP! HELP! 


We do not expect that our intro- 
ductory price of $1.00 per year will 
cover our production and distribution 
costs. Our object, however, is not to 
make a profit. Our sponsor is a regu- 
larly organized “not for profit” corpora- 
tion. Our purpose is to promote in- 
creased reading of good literature. 

As we imcrease in circulation our 
costs can be reduced proportionately— 
and our product improved. We already 
have in mind a dozen new ideas we 
could introduce if we had 100,000 sub- 
scribers. 

At the present rate of growth we hope 
to reach every school and library of 
noticeable importance by Fall—as well 
as thousands of homes. Our goal for the 
year is an average of ten subscribers 
for every parish in the United States. 

In spite of the tremendous encourage- 
ment already received we will need a lot 
of help to reach this goal. We earnestly 
solicit the assistance of all who believe 
in the value of our effort. From the 
number who have voluntarily written us 
that “Our Study Club—(or our Library 
Group, or Our Women’s Club)—are 
going to make this a project for the 
summer—or fall,” we feel sure there are 
hundreds of other groups who would be 
equally interested if informed. 

We hope you will help us to make 
Books ON TRIAL known and will wel- 
come hearing from you as to how we 
can cooperate. 

* * * 
Illiteracy 

The daily press reports some 400,000 
“selectees” unable to read. 

When we consider that most of these can 
vote, the news should be a shock to all those 
who own anything, believe in anything or 
hope to preserve their rights. 

“Tlliterates” will rule America unless the 
supposedly more intelligent classes wake up to 


the necessity of serious study of the causes of 
our ills. 
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From His Excellency 
Our Most Reverend Archbishop 


My dear Mr. Tully: 


Chicago, Illinois, April 26th, 1942. 


I thank you for the copy of your “Books on Trial.” The idea prompting its issue 
is certainly good. As you say, so many people have no opportunity to discover for 
themselves the merits of books which come from the press. They read a review in 
the secular paper, purchase a book, read it, and without the background necessary 


for a proper evaluation of it, fall into ideas which are out of harmony with Christian 


truth. To give them information in the light of Catholic principles on books coming 
from the press is certainly a fine undertaking. You will find in our Catholic universi- 
ties and colleges many who will be most anxious to cooperate with you in this under- 


taking. 


I shall read your “Books on Trial” with much interest. 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 


(Published with official permission) 


%« SAMUEL A. STRITCH 
Archbishop of Chicago 








Librarians’ ‘‘Poll’’ 
(Continued from Page 1) 


we would gladly have sidestepped the 
burden of Books oN TRIAL had we felt 
there was a satisfactory substitute 
available to furnish the general reader 
a readily accessible appraisal of a large 
portion of current books. The response 
to our announcement gave evidence that 
no substitute had been found by the 
class of readers we wish to reach. Our 
Catholic people, in particular, were 
handicapped since secular reviewers 
studiously avoid many of the best 
Catholic books, and only once in a blue 
moon does a Catholic book appear on 
the usual list of “best sellers.” 

As one answer to the crying need, we 
chose to classify the conclusions of the 
reviewers, principally of leading Catho- 
lic periodicals, and since many of these 
reviews defy classification we reserved 
the right to interpret these reports as 
best we could, placing the emphasis on 
those values practically always ignored 
in secular reviews and also, too often in 
our opinion, glossed over in some other 
publications. 


Wild Fire! 

The astounding result of our effort is 
now known. We could fill a dozen issues 
of this size with flattering testimonials, 
many of which we feel are too kind— 
but we have not yet finished, in fact, 
we have scarcely begun. 


Librarians—Leaders 
So, for some time we have been mak- 
ing contacts with another class of book 
conscious people—the class, in fact, who 


have not only special training and con- 
tinuing interest but who are in daily 
contact with both books and readers— 
we refer to THE LIBRARIANS. 

To them we said in effect, “We are 
convinced that you are better qualified 
to judge the value of books than many 
of those whose reviews are being pub- 
lished. We feel you should make your 
voices heard—and felt. We offer you 
the opportunity—through Books oN 
TRIAL.” 

Unanimous Approval 

Up to this time we have not had a 
single criticism or rejection of the pro- 
posal which we began mailing early in 
May to the librarians of the country, 
beginning with our Catholic Colleges 
and Universities. A sufficient number 
have already responded to make a rep- 
resentative showing and we intend that 
all librarians of accredited Catholic in- 
stitutions who are interested be invited 
to participate. 


Librarians’ Log 

We will furnish blank charts, similar 
to those in Books oN TRIAL on which 
the participants will enter the books 
they favor, marking each to show its 
classification. 

These “ballots” will then be tabu- 
lated and the results published in 
Books ON TRIAL. 


Librarians’ Best Books 


We now expect to be able to publish 
the first poll in our September issue. 


If too many wartime complications do 


not ensue in the meantime, we hope also 


to be able to announce the details 7 


the Librarians’ Book Club. 
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Catalog Supplement— 


(Continued from Page 1) 


These new books, as they appear, 
will be accompanied by descriptive 
comments or, if appropriate, will be 
listed on the charts with review ex- 
cerpts on opposite pages. 

Thus every reader will have not only 
readily accessible information as to 
title, author, publisher and price,—all 
together in one place,—but will also 
have appraisals of the various books as 
determined by our interpretation of the 
magazine reviews, the Librarians’ Poll 
and the reports of our own staff re- 
viewers and readers. 

We believe this method will satisfy 
a large percentage of the requests re- 
ceived from subscribers since our first 
issue appeared. 


Advance Notice 


So far as we can secure the co- 
operation of the publishers we will also 
provide a list of books to be published, 
and since most subscribers will save 
back numbers of Books oN TRIAL for 
reference this arrangement will provide 
more complete and readily accessible 
information than has heretofore been 
available to the general reader. 


* * * 


THUMB-NAIL COMMENTS 
ON MANY BOOKS! 


The April “Re-Vu-Log” classi- 
fied 120 books. Special comment 
was made on 30 others. 

This issue rates 90 books—with 
reviews or comments on many 
others. 

We know of no other service 
which gives the general reader a 
quick view of so many books. 

The omission of any particular 
book does not mean that it is un- 
important. We do not wish to be- 
come unwieldly. We will carry an 
increasing number of medium- 
length reviews and expect by Fall 
to give a “quick flash” of practi- 
cally every new book of interest. 

This, we believe, is what has 
been lacking, and what our read- 
ing public wants us to supply. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Our Thanks to Those 








Who Wrote Us 


When we reported in our first issue 
that intense interest had been aroused 
by the idea of Books oN TRIAL we 
thought we were being accurate. We 
also knew that it was only the plan 
which was then known—the enthusiasts 
who took the trouble to write from al- 
most every state had not yet seen more 
than a sample chart. 

When visitors to our booth at the 
National Catholic Educational Associa- 
tion convention told us of seeing the 
sample posted in libraries and church 
vestibules in various states we began to 
realize faintly that our idea was taking 
hold. Neither our clergy or librarians or 
school principals are noted for getting 
excited about the latest novelty. 


Temporarily Under Water 


But to be accurate, and to keep the 
record straight we must now report that 
the response to our first issue was sim- 
ply overwhelming. Twenty-four hours 
a day of steady dictation would not suf- 
fice to enable the editor to reply per- 
sonally to the incoming mail, so for the 
present this must be our means of 
thanking a multitude of well-wishers to 
whom we have not been able to write 
personally. 

One of our girls expressed the situ- 
ation aptly in saying, “Anyone reading 
this. mail would think we had been 
elected President.” 


The Need Is Realized 

Since the previous experience of your 
editor had never brought him into con- 
tact to any extent with members of the 
Hierarchy or editors of our Catholic 
periodicals there could be nothing per- 
sonal in their messages of commenda- 
tion and encouragement. Had it been 
otherwise we might have accepted these 
congratulations as courteous amenities. 
As it is, we are convinced this spon- 
taneous enthusiasm is evoked by a deep 
realization of the tragic necessity of 
something—we might almost say, any- 
thing—that might help to halt the head- 
long rush to the destruction of the basic 
principles of civilization which has been 
in progress. 

Frank Bruce of the great Bruce Pub- 
lishing Company in a recent issue of 
“Between the Lines’’ said: 


“God can be crushed out of the 
mind and heart of man by the 
poisoning of the wells of reading 
so that the water of untruth will 
bring confusion to the mind and 
then death to the soul. 

“In the years ahead we shall 
need many young men and women 
who through adequate background 
can interpret to America the Amer- 
ican idea, the true meaning of de- 
mocracy, the place of religion and 
truth in economics, government, 
business, and social life. A shallow, 
poorly read, misguided America 
will fall, as France, Norway and 
other countries have fallen.” 

It is to help provide such background 


as Mr. Bruce mentions that Booxs on 
TRIAL was conceived, and we believe it 


-is because the necessity for building 


such background becomes ever more 
clear to thoughtful minds that our feeble 
efforts have brought such showers of 
praise. 


Subscribers Interest Friends 


Our inclination would be to make no 
public mention of the hundreds of mes- 
sages received but to do this would de- 
prive our readers of the knowledge of 
what is really a phenomenon—one of 
the striking features of which is that 
scores of those writing us were told of 
Books on Triat by someone else or 
had a copy sent to him by some friend, 
and what makes us feel very humble, 
indeed, in penning these lines of grati- 
tude and thanks are the touching offers 
of help and particularly of prayers for 
our guidance in a difficult task. 

And, so, we append a few excerpts 
from various classes of people and sec- 
tions, of the country to indicate the 
widespread interest and to let those who 
wrote us know they were not alone in 
their enthusiasm. As one Bishop with 
whom we discussed our plans said to 
us, “Your efforts might well lead to a 
revival of the lost art of criticism.” The 
promises of help we have received lead 
us to hope there may develop a great 
natihal effort to improve literary 
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% 24 4 Reviewers Comments on Books Charted on Opposite Page 


» (Reprinted without prejudice to author, publisher or reviewer.) 


Att THE Day Lonc 

Daniel Sargent Longmans, $2.50 
Messenger of the Sacred Heart: “Daniel Sar- 
gent has once more shown himself one of our 
leading Catholic authors by producing a most 
interesting and inspiring biography of Bishop 
Walsh.” 


THE AMERICAN CowBoy 

Will James Scribners, $2.50 
From America: “A history of the spirit of 
the cowboy in America. For boys from six 
to sixty-six, this book is sure to give as much 
pleasure as a dipperful of spring water at 
noon of a midsummer day. The ladies will find 
no glamor girls or sloe-eyed heroes here and, 
unless they admire horses, had better await 
Mr. Bromfield’s next.” 


AMERICA SPEAKS 

Philip Gibbs Doubleday, $3.00 
America “. . . a facilely written account of 
America’s last days of ‘peace’ and of our early 
months in wartime . . . a symposium in which 
the voice of the Pullman porter, the steel 
magnate, the ecclesiastic, the college student, 
the bell boy, the housewife, the metropolitan 
and the villager may be heard expostulating 
with freedom and candor upon issues domestic 
and international.” 


America’s STRATEGY IN WorLp Potirtics 

Nicholas John Spykman Harcourt, $3.75 
The Commonweal: “In spite of its title, this 
book by a distinguished analyst of interna- 
tional relations is not a book on the techniques 
or declared aims of the United States in the 
war now being waged over the world. It is 
rather a sustained geo-political argument on 
what the policy might be; an analysis, in 
terms of geography, economics and military 
vantage of the position of the United States 
as a World Power; and presentation of peace 
aims in terms of geographic power balances. 
Although he admits that the struggle for 
power is not the only factor, Dr. Spykman 
regards it as by far the most effective factor 
in modern warmaking. His first chapter and 
his conclusion are closely reasoned expositions 
of a pragmatic theory of foreign policy.” 


AGENT IN ITALY 

By S. K. Doubleday, Doran, $3.00 
Chicago Sun: “Through 300-odd pages, S. K. 
tells the story of underground organization 
and work in ‘Occupied Italy.’ He also explains 
just how the Germans moved in and how 
they got pretty far along in their attempt to 
do the same thing in South America. 

“. . . frightening and instructive reading.” 


ANGEL wiTH Spurs 

Paul I. Wellman Lippincott, $2.75 
America: “The ‘angel with spurs’ is General 
Joseph Orville Shelby, fiery cavalry officer of 
the Confederate Army. 

“The bones of this novel are an authentic 
skeleton exhumed from our amazing history; 
the flesh a pretty good mixture of romantic 
fact and more romantic fiction. The story gets 
off to a rather slow start, necessarily so be- 
cause the factual background is unfamiliar; 
but, to Mr. Wellman’s credit, he manages to 
instruct without seeming to. Once the neces- 


sary background is set, the tale moves along 
rapidly and with gusto.” 


Anp Now Tomorrow 


Rachel Field Macmillan, $2.75 


ARISE From SLEEP 

Elizabeth Delehanty Viking Press, $2.50 
The Commonweal: April 17th—“Here is a 
book of which you will not say, ‘another war 
story.’ To many it will seem an exciting and 
sorry tale of the downfall of reason and the 
inexorable rise of force in a disintegrating 
world fashioned by the violence of the fascists. 
However that may be, this first novel is a 
brilliant, breath-taking story. 

“Reading this book will remind you of 
Graham Greene, James M. Cain and Geoffrey 
Household.” 


America: “. . . the common standards of 
decency are discarded and there are certain 
vile episodes that could be deleted and every- 
one would be thankful and immeasurably re- 
lieved. Unfortunately the impression lingers 
after you have closed the last page of the book 
that the whole story could have been more 
wholesome and refreshing if it had been fumi- 
gated of language and epithets that smack of 
the gutter and the barnyard.” 


CATHERINE OF ARAGON 

Garrett Mattingly Little, Brown, $3.50 
Edward V. Cardinal, Loyola University, Chi- 
cago, in The Catholic Historical Review: 

“Students of the sixteenth century will find 
in this biography a real contribution. 

“Mattingly’s portraits of Cromwell, Cram- 
mer, Henry, Charles V, Ferdinand, and Isa- 
bella are superb.” 


CaTHOLIC MASTERPIECE TUTORIAL SERIES 


Sheed & Ward per volume, paper 75c, cloth $1.00 
8 vols. complete, paper $5.00, cloth $6.50 


“A masterpiece a month” to form a Catholic 
Mind—to become “fully conscious citizens of 
the world.” 


THE CATHOLIC PATTERN 

Thomas F. Woodlock Simon & Schuster, $2.00 
Michael Williams in The Commonweal: May 
—Never in my experience have I come upon 
a book dealing with the Catholic Church in 
its relations to human life and society which 
is more vibrantly alive with the inbreathing 
spirit of the author’s own faith, and more 
intellectually lucid both in its design and its 
verbal execution.” 

America: May — “The ‘phenomenon,’ the 
‘thing, the ‘diagram’ that Mr. Woodlock dis- 
plays is the Catholic Church as it looks to a 
theologically educated layman who has been 
in active contact with the modern business, 
financial, intellectual world, for a fruitful and 
charitable lifetime. 

“. . . The Catholic Pattern is bound to 
bring light to many a soul now wandering in 
spiritual darkness.” 


Tue CatHotic REVIVAL IN ENGLAND 
J. J. O'Connor Macmillan, $1.00 


The Torch: May—“It is, for instance, one of 
the few books which attempts to do justice to 
Manning, and may serve as a useful antidote 


to Purcell’s childish compilations, or Lytton 
Strachey’s venomous thrusts, or Mr. Lavery’s 
romantic aberrations.” 


THE CHILDREN 
Nina Fedorova Atlantic-Little, Brown, $2.50 


(See Page 6) 


Tae Carina THat Was 

Gallagher Bruce, $2.25 
Life, genius, customs of the Chinese as dis- 
covered by the Jesuits at the close of the 16th 
Century. 


Curna THrovcH CatHoric Eves 


Thomas F. Ryan, S.J. Preface b 


Mme. Chiang 
Kai-Shek. Pub. by Catholic Tru i 


Society, Hong 
Kong, $1.50 


CHRISTIAN CRISIS 

Michael de la Bedoyere Macmillan, $1.75 
Provocative, challenging, controversial and of- 
fering a fine basis for praise and disagreement, 
Christian Crisis nevertheless should arouse 
profitable interest. 

The author may be too straight-forward for 
some and too vague for others. “The time has 
come” he says in his first sentence “to face 
and answer the question: Shall Christianity be 
taken seriously—by Christians as well as non- 
Christians?” 

“Christianity,” he says, “must prove itself to 
the world to be a serious business in the eyes 
of the world.” 


THe Cominc SHOWDOWN 

Carl Dreher Little, Brown, $3.00 
Chicago Sun: “Here is a book that well may 
shake the foundations of American life. If you 
want to know why Hitler wins; if you want 
the story behind ‘business as usual’ and, when 
business is not as usual, how it’s ‘profits as 
usual’; if you’ve got the courage to undergo 
a thorough revision of many of your notions 
about this war, its causes and its possible out- 
come, you'll read ‘The Coming Showdown’ 
and be fighting mad—but wiser.” 


CoMMoDORE VANDERBILT 

Wheaton J. Lane Knopf, $3.75 
America: “Coming from a family that ‘was 
desperately poor’ and whose mother ‘was ac- 
customed to work in the fields,’ he became 
the richest man in the country with personal 
possessions amounting to one hundred million 
dollars. How, with such poor antecedents, he 
accumulated so much of the world’s opulence, 
without benefit of burglary on a colossal scale, 
constitutes what the author correctly calls an 
epic of the steam age.” 


Corpett Hutt, a BrocraPHY 
Harold B. Hinton 


The Sign: “This book rehearses the principal 
known facts about the career of the present 
United States Secretary of State. The jour- 
nalistic effort by Harold B. Hinton does not 
go beyond the material in newspaper files. 
There are instances of slovenly reporting. 
Bishop John F. O'Hara, for example, is de- 
scribed as a one-time ‘Jesuit missionary in 
Paraguay.’ Major Hinton should know that 
the University of Notre Dame is conducted by 
the Congregation of the Holy Cross. Not a 
word is said about the faith and courage of 
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the Navarrese farmers who carried Christian 
Spain to victory. Research would have made 
this a valuable reference work.” 


Cross CREEK y 

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Scribner’s, $2.50 
America: “Lovers of The Yearling will find 
that their anticipated hope of the Rawlings’ 
special blend of lyricism, romanticism and 
realism is fulfilled in this classic of the land, 
Cross Creek.” 


THe Cure or RUILLE 

Brother Ephrem, C.S.C. Ave Maria Press, $1.00 
The Ave Maria: “The France that emerged 
from .. . Revolution suffered from . . . the 
lack of spiritual vitality. With the ascendency 
of Napoleon . . . cruel repression had . . . de- 
pleted the ranks of the clergy . . . rendered 
their recruitment almost impossible. Churches 
were without priests, religious schools without 
teachers . . . the older generation had almost 
forgotten their religious obligations . . . the 
children . . . seemed destined to be lost to the 
Church. 

“It was to help remedy this lamentable 
situation . . . that the Cure of Ruille, James 
Francis Dujarie, founded the Brothers of St. 
Joseph and the Sisters of Providence . . . the 
Brothers joined the Associate Priests of Le 
Mans to form the Congregation of ‘Holy ‘Cross. 
. . . later Mother Theodore Guerin established 
. . . St. Mary-of-the-Woods. . . . subsequently 
to become the seat of the generalate of the 
American branch of the Sisters and a name 
distinguished in the history of Catholic educa- 
tion... 


Dark SYMPHONY 

Elizabeth L. Adams Sheed & Ward, $2.50 
The Queen’s Work: “Elizabeth Adams, who 
was refused a reporter’s job on the daily press 
because she is colored, has written her auto- 
biography.” 

Denver Register: “This book should be re- 
quired reading for any one who has an Amos 
’n’ Andy concept of the Colored mentality. 
The intelligence and Christian sense of duty 
that Laura’s father and mother brought to 
bear in her upbringing far outshine those of 
90 per .cent of White parents.” 


Tue Days or THE KING 


Bruno Readers’ Club, $1.50 


By J. Q., Winnetka— 

“IT judged the book as so worthless that it 
fits your caption ‘Why bother reading.’ 

“Tt seems that Mr. Frank has had a course 
in Freudian Psychology. . . . In this book he 
fits Frederick the Great into the stock patterns 
so dear to the heart of Freudians. He paints 
circumstances which lead all Europe to believe 
Frederick is homosexual; this Mr, Frank finds 
false and then proceeds to show that Frederick 
is really given to bestiality. 

“Such a simplification of a complex genius 
is revoltingly ridiculous, dishonest and pa- 
thetic.” 


Tue Destiny or WESTERN MAN 

W. T. Stace Reynal & Hitchcock, $3.00 
America: “. . . the author comes to grips with 
the philosophic problem of democracy versus 
totalitarianism. . . . Professor Stace seeks to 
establish, by the route of philosophical an- 
alysis, that the democratic ideals are true and 
that the totalitarian ideals are false. 

“This is a valuable work, and contains some 
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brilliant passages of analysis. But any philos- 
opher in the Scholastic tradition will be dis- 
satisfied, among other matters, with Professor 
Stace’s rejection of an absolute, or ‘cosmic,’ 
scale of values; and a Catholic philosopher 
(at least) will find the exposition of Christian 
ethics, and Christian thought in general, quite 
deficient.” 


Dratoc Mass 

Gerald Ellard, S.J. Longman’s, $2.75 
Full story—first time in English—with survey 
of Archdiocese of Chicago. 


Don PEDRO AND THE DEVIL 
Edgar Maass Bobbs-Merril, $3.00 
(See Reader’s Report—page 17.) 


Epcar ALLAN PoE 

Arthur Hobson Quinn Appleton, $5.00 
The Commonweal: “Exhaustive is the word 
for Dr. Quinn’s critical biography, in whose 
seven hundred pages seemingly every fact and 
theory about Poe is laboriously considered. 
. . . The book will delight Poe specialists . . . 
a monument of research, it will hardly help 
the average reader to form a better idea of 
Poe than is supplied by his tales, poetry, and 
criticism. . . . Dr. Quinn’s weaknesses as a 
literary critic and as a writer weigh heavily 
against his excellence as a fact-finder, and bar 
this book from ranking as the definitive life 
of Poe.” 


THE Epce or DARKNESS 

William Wood Lippincott, $2.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . a gripping story, and 
important because it is both contemporary and 
objective—the author consistently condemns 
the forces that motivate the actions of his 
characters without condemning the characters 
themselves; he condemns the system of Na- 
tional Socialism, not the petty agent through 
which it works.” 


* ” * 


Belloe’s “Elizabeth” 

Rev. Edward V. Cardinal, Loyola 
University, Chicago, expert on the 16th 
century and well-known reviewer who 
will contribute to Books on TRIAL has 
read the “galley” proofs for us and 
suggests the ratings shown. 

Publication of “Elizabeth’* has been 
postponed and Father Cardinal’s review 
will appear in our next issue. 


FATHER JOHN SULLIvaN, S.J. 

Fergel McGrath, S.J. Longmans, $3.50 
Commonweal: “Ascendency circles in Ireland 
are not generally regarded as a fruitful field 
for conversions to the Church, yet John Sulli- 
van was a contemporary of Basil. Maturin, 
who died as Lord Chancellor of Ireland, was 
a prominent official of Dublin Castle, known 
for a vigorous opposition to the Fenians, the 
Land League and the Invincibles. . . . His 
sons, like himself, were Protestants, and were 
carefully educateti at the Portara School and 
Trinity, where ohe of them was a close com- 
panion of Oscar Wilde. . . . After completing 
his University studies he was called to the 
Bar and in his éarly thirties surprised Dublin 
society by entering the Church. A few years 
later he entered the Society of Jesus.” 


*Harper’s, $3.00. 
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“The Children’’ 


' This new story bears out the promise of 
The Family, (Atlantic Prize novel), in which 
were introduced a family of five White Rus- 
sian aristocrats, exiles who found refuge in 
Tietsin in wartime, 1937. And now, in The 
Children we meet only mother and daughter, 
—all that remain. It is one year later, and 
they are still in the dingy attic room, still 
living on bread and tea and love, still sharing 
all three with everyone they meet in Japanese- 
occupied Tietsin. We encounter a_ teeming, 
multitudinous panorama of our brother races 
—the threads of their lives interweaving in a 
tapestry of humor, pathos, and tragedy. Here 
is poverty, courage and generosity written 
with tender compassion and all-encompassing 
sympathy. 

All in all, The Children is a better book 
than The Family. The author’s perspective is 
more clear and more mature; the character 


“delineation seems more incisive, the plot con- 


struction a little firmer, the background more 
fully developed. And underlying the same 
vitality and warmth, the same _ poignant 
gaiety, the same Tower-of-Babel effect which 
so charmed us in The Family, we find the 
same key-note: a vehement appeal for uni- 
versal understanding and co-operation. Here 
is a sermon in Technicolor. 
—Dorotuy Posey 


* * * 


INVITATION 


In our first issue we asked for volun- 
teers to help in our work as Reviewers, 
Commentators or Readers. 

The response has been most gratify- 
ing. The time was too short for this 
issue but many highly qualified con- 
tributors will be represented in future 
numbers. 

If you are interested in joining any 
of these groups we will be grateful for 
your cooperation. 


* * * 


From a Wisconsin Librarian 


“One of the most exciting things that has 
come to my desk for a long time is the April 
issue of Books on TriAL (why improve the 
title?)” 

* * * 


From the Diocese of 
Amarillo, Texas 


“T must say, for brevity of informa- 
tion I have never seen anything like it. 
Nicely done, too.” 


* * * 


The Liguorian* 
Our thanks to The Liguorian for 
a very nice write-up in the June 
issue. 


*Manitowoc, Wis., $1.00 per year. 
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“And Down the Days” 


John Louis Bonn Macmillan, $2.50 
Although the name of Maria Monk is 
no longer familiarly known, neverthe- 
less the effects of the infamous forgeries 
§ which bore that name have by no means 
been dissipated. Denizens of the intel- 
lectual slums, unknowingly perhaps, but 
none the less certainly, are still in- 
fluenced by the spawn from the “dis- 
closures” which became a legend which 
no exposure, apology or retraction could 
ever quite fully overcome. The victims 
of Maria Monk’s hellish concoctions, 
which means you and me, regardless of 
our creed, should feel themselves remiss 
if they fail to understand the aftermath. 
con-§ Victims of books which detail vulgar- 
more™ ity in order to appear daring will profit 
by witnessing how a situation can be 
handled by a writer of real merit. “And 
Down the Days” is notable in many 
uni-§ ways. For those unacquainted with the 
Here # tragic developments in the life of Maria 
Monk, there is needed historical infor- 
mation. As an example of the power of 
the will to overcome obstacles there is 
a lesson in the rise of the daughter who 
was shamed and tortured by the taunts 
of her schoolmates. Driven to introspec- 












lun-§ .. ty" F 
vers, UOn, she determines to rise in spite of 

"§ paralyzing handicaps—and succeeds. 
; Subordinating conscience to expediency 
tify- : ‘ 

. & she relies on her wits to become not 
this meh 

only an intimate of royalty but a power 

con-§ . te 
turel 2 politics at home and abroad. 

The workings of God’s grace, through 
ail the medium of Laferriere overcomes the 
y ne : 
for g Power of superstition and greed. Relig- 

ion enters her soul. Not without terrific 
interior struggles does she finally reach 
the stage of complete submission. 
Avarice is finally disenthroned, pride 
has@ SUtrenders, penance follows and the op- 


April portunity for reparation is embraced. 
; the} =The author’s accomplishment de- 
serves high praise. The theme is not 
emphasized. A real dramatist does not 
have to placard his product. Neither is 
this author compelled to label his com- 
ments and interpretations as significant. 
They tell their own story. Nor does he 
have to rely on profanity or suggestive 
scenes to attract attention—from which 
standpoint this semi-biographical novel 
could be a lesson to some of our Cath- 
olic authors. Congratulations to John 
Louis Bonn and to publisher Macmillan. 
From The New World: “Father Bonn, 
author of ‘So Falls the Elm,’ has written a 


Powerful novel, restrained, well thought out, 
‘@ Convincing and appealing.” 


ma- 
e it. 
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From The Commonweal, May 8th: “This is 
an absorbing novel based on the life of Elsa 
St. John, a daughter of the notorious im- 
poster Maria Monk. Here is another sign 
that American writers are discovering the 
romance implicit in many periods of our his- 
tory.” 


* * * 


FROM PRESIDENT 
ROOSEVELT’S MESSAGE 


To the Booksellers of America* 


It is more important that your work 
should go on now than it has ever been 
at any other time in our history: in a 
very literal sense you carry upon your 
bookshelves the light that guides civil- 
ization. I need not labor the contrast 
between the estate of books in the free 
democracies and the estate of books in 
countries brutalized by our foes. 

In this war, we know, books are 
weapons. And it is a part of your dedi- 
cation always to make them weapons 
for man’s freedom. 


(*At the annual banquet of the A. B. A.—as quoted 
in The Publishers’ Weekly.) 
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The regular price of “Books on 
Trial” is $2.00 per year. 

Until July Ist we offer an Intro- 
ductory Subscription price of 
$1.00. 

We have a limited supply of the 


first (April) issue and as long as 


these last will send a copy without 
charge to each new subscriber re- 
questing same. 


Te Understand— Read 


Gov. Harold E. Stassen of Minnesota re- 
cently told the International Council of 
Religious Education that, 

“It is the responsibility of religious educa- 
tors to interpret to all the country the 
problems facing the world today in terms 
of Christian conceptions and beliefs.” 

It is our view that any educator has a 
difficult time in doing a thing of this kind 
if the listener or the reader is lacking in 
his understanding of what such conceptions 
and beliefs are. To gain a proper back- 
ground of information on these subjects, 
the reading of reliable and _ informative 
books is essential. 


Re: BS 


EVERY SUBSCRIPTION 


Dear Editor: 

In your first issue you report a wave 
of enthusiasm for your novel and origi- 
nal idea. May the fates be kind to you 
—but I wonder how many realize the 
courage required—or the vital need— 
for an effort such as yours. 

Perhaps you have not told the whole 
story. There is a greater necessity than 
merely meeting a demand for a Reader’s 
Guide. The old order is dying fast— 
new dangers threaten—you may be the 
leader we need. 

I am impelled to write this because 
of reading in May 29th Commonweal 
the column of that stalwart, far-sighted 
journalist Michael Williams, who says: 

“Almost every day, somewhere in the 
country, one or more publications, from 
large and sometimes long-established 
daily newspapers to small specialized 
magazines and bulletins, pass from the 
scene, victims of the conditions pro- 
duced by the war. In all probability, 
as all publishers and editors and the 
many other classes affiliated with their 
work such as printers and paper-makers 


WILL HELP 


and news-dealers are anxiously aware, 
hundreds and perhaps thousands of 
publications must perish. The number 
will vary according to the length of 
the war.” 

What will then happen? Mr. Wil- 
liams says: 

“In the United States today, even 
as in Great Britain, a very large por- 
tion of our press is controlled by a very 
small number of wealthy and irrespon- 
sible press lords, who exercise an arbi- 
trary power which when it is concen- 
trated upon any one policy can be most 
potent in its effect in directing, or mis- 
directing, public opinion. And now such 
commercial control of our press is seri- 
ously threatened with overthrow by the 
rapid drying up of the advertising rev- 
QWsccé 

Perhaps you can survive without ad- 
vertising support. Your modesty indi- 
cates you may not fully realize your 
own importance. I say that every reader 
should consider it a personal obligation 
to arouse interest and secure subscribers 
for your courageous journal. 


TORR 


From Boston College 


“Booxs on TriAt is the most practical and 
comprehensive guide for Catholic readers that 
has yet come to my attention. Congratula- 
tions. May the high standard of the first 


number be sustained in all future issues.” 


Chicago, Illinois 
“Enclosed is $5.00, a little more than 
the regular subscription price, but I be- 
lieve in giving you part of what Booxs 
ON TRIAL is worth to me.” 
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THE FIREDRAKE 

Elgin Groseclose Lippincott, $2.50 
Extension: “For its sheer artistry and its flaw- 
less literary qualities, we recommend this work 
as a model for modern novel writers and a 
most satisfying story for those who appreciate 
fine letters. 


For Hrtarre Betitoc: Essays 1n Honor or 
His SEVENTY-FIRST BIRTHDAY 

Edited by Douglas Woodruff Sheed & Ward, $2.75 

The Commonweal: “The genial custom of 
dedicating a collection of monographs on re- 
lated subjects to a man whom the respective 
authors consider their master in the field is 
here exemplified in a volume of interesting 
notes, both historical and critical. 
The Sign, May: “. . . the first of these essays 
... by Douglas Jerrold . . . is one of the 
finest things Mr. Jerrold has done . . . stresses 
in particular the almost prophetic insight dis- 
played in The Servile State, written twenty- 
eight years ago, a work which predicted the 
actual conditions we face today. 

“The other essays are miscellaneous. About 
a dozen of the leading English writers—recog- 
nized as such, although they are all Catholic 
writers too—have made contributions, each in 
his own special field and manner.” 


THE FOREIGNERS 

Preston Schoyer Dodd, Mead, $2.75 
America: “Mr. Schoyer is a young man. After 
graduating from Yale in 1933, he went to 
China and spent over three years there, teach- 
ing English, driving an ambulance, working at 
war relief. This lengthy novel is the outcome 
of those years—a fascinating and leisurely 
chronicle of life in a small Chinese town, both 
before and after the Japanese invasion. 

“Tt will be worth watching this young 
author’s development, on the strength of this 
first success.” 














Four Years or Nazi Torture 
Ernst Winkler Appleton-Century, $2.50 


The Sign: “. . . reveals the terrible experiences 
of a Catholic German who held a commission 
in the German army but whose loyalty to the 
traditions of the old .Germany and to his 
Church brought him under the ban of the 
Nazi regime.” 

(The editor has had the pleasure of 
talking with Mr. Winkler several times 
recently and is thoroughly convinced of 
his absolute sincerity.) 


“Ernst Winkler” is now in this 
country and is available for speak- 
jing engagements. No one can listen 
fo his powerfully moving talk with- 
out experiencing a deeper appre- 
fciation of the American way of life. 
America: “Here is a modern martyr and his 


Story, and it is one to make us proud of 
German Catholics.” 


Blse Gates or AvLIs 
Bt Gledys Schmitt Dial, $2.75 
‘| Chicago Tribune: “It is written with sophisti- 
Btion and with dedication to the author’s 
Bideals of a good novel. But admire as you 
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must much of the book, and say what you 
will about the fine writing, ‘The Gates of 
Aulis’ is heavy on the hoof. It takes the tender 
and delicate footfall of a genius to tread thru 
the mazes of the mind without giving the 
reader more a sense of the maziness than of 
the design, and despite her undeniable talent, 
Gladys Schmitt is not the genius that her sub- 
ject demands.” 


THE Great REPUBLIC 

Ross J. S. Hoffman Sheed & Ward, $2.25 

The Epistle: “If one does not know what 
is this thing called Christendom, he may 
profitably read Ross J. S. Hoffman’s excellent 
historical essay . . . which sketches the be- 
ginnings of Chrisiendom and traces down to 
the present day the various attempts, in cen- 
tury after century, to keep it operative.” 

The Sign: “This brief treatise on peace-pro- 
motion pacts in Europe contains much food 
for serious thought.” 


In No Strance Lanp 

Katherine Burton Longmans, $2.50 
Catholic World, May: “Katherine Burton in 
describing the characters of a number of out- 
standing converts, has the fine gift of telling 
the story of supernatural grace in a highly 
human and readable fashion. Every sheet in 
this book is gripping.” 
The Epistle: “. . . her most important work 
to date. This may seem a startling statement 
to the partisans of Sorrow Built a Bridge, who 
are numbered in the thousands.” 


In THE YEARS OF Our Lorp 


Komroff Harper, $2.50 
The Catholic World: “The narrative is man- 
aged with skill and veracity. . . . The figure 


of Christ is obscured rather than enhanced by 
the incidents devised to illustrate his early 
life. 

“Komroff has not tried, however, to give a 
new version of the Christian story by leaving 
out Christ or by stripping Him of His divinity, 
but has written a clear, vivid, and at times a 
very moving narrative of the events surround- 
ing His life.” 

America: “Let it be said at once that this 
is a welcome book. Although Mr. Komroff has 
set himself one of the most difficult tasks a 
novelist can undertake—that of recreating in 
fictional form the life of Christ—a task that 
inevitably challenges theological criticism, he 
has achieved no mean measure of success.” 


IRELAND, PAST AND PRESENT 
Tom Ireland 


(See page 19.) 


ISLANDIA 

Austin Tappan Wright Farrar & Rinehart, $3.00 
This 1,013 page fantasy has been carved by 
his wife out of thousands of pages of manu- 
script which the author had begun to write 
some thirty years ago and left behind at his 
death in 1931. The country of Islandia is 
m 


Putnam’s, $5.00 


ythical. 

The New York Times: “The novel is 
heavily erotic and in a peculiar way all the 
social, philosophical and economic problems of 
the Islandian way of life enter into and are 
synthesized in John Lang’s three love affairs.” 


THE Jesuits in History 

Martin P. Harney America Press, $4.00 
Henry S. Lucas, University of Washington, in 
The Catholic Historical Review: “This book 
is particularly welcome because it easily com- 
petes with other accounts of the Society which 
—as, for example, John Addington Symonds’ 
The Catholic Reaction—fail to comprehend 
the spirituality of St. Ignatius and succeed 
pretty well in misunderstanding and so in 
misrepresenting the Society’s history as a whole 
or in part. 

“Henceforth, it is to be hoped, none of us 
will repeat the traditional canards and prejudi- 
cial statements which have disfigured so many 
accounts of the Jesuits. Considering its many 
solid virtues and its encyclopaedic character, 
Professor Harney’s book is ‘indispensable for 
all libraries and all students of history.” 


Joy in READING 
Sadlier The Committee on Affiliation, 
Cath, Univ. of Amer., $2.00 


The Sign, May: “. . . a fine introduction to 
literature for boys and girls. 

“We congratulate the editors on the excel- 
lent work they have done in producing a book 
that will make literature live for boys and 
girls; for introducing them to outstanding 
Catholic authors, as well as other great liter- 
ary names; and for maintaining standards of 
idealism that will aid in developing good citi- 
zens and fine Catholics.” 


Tue Last Trme I Saw Paris 


Eliot Paul Random, $2.75 
(May choice of the Literary Guild) 


(see page 18.) 


Tue Lire or MarcaRET FULLER 

Madeleine B. Stern Dutton & Co., $3.75 
The Catholic World: 

“Through Miss Fuller’s eyes the author 
gives us new insights into Emerson, Thoreau, 
Hawthorne and other leaders of the period. 
Nor are the Catholic converts from transcen- 
dentalism, Brownson, Hecker, Sophia Ripley, 
and Anna Barker left out of the picture as 
they were in some of the previous studies. 

“The present reviewer can only second the 
statement of Mr. Van Wyck Brooks quoted 
in the book-jacket, ‘I think it is a capital 
book’.” 

America: 

“In point of fact, Margaret Fuller was little 
better than a minnow among whales, a per- 
son important only in the sense that she was 
around while great things were done by 
greater people than she. Beyond mere his- 
torical curiosity, the New England group have 
very little importance for Catholic thought. 
Brownson, who knew them all, dismissed them 
as men who on a frosty night held up their 











10 


From her long residence in Paris, her close 
association with its Leaders, and her own 
active interest in the Movement, she is well 
qualified to write. 

The daughter of a former Russian Ambas- 
sador to France before the last War, she was 
in close touch with the Russian Intellectuals 
in Paris. A convert from Orthodoxy to Ca- 
tholicism, Eastern Rite, she mirrors clearly the 
mind of her compatriots on Union with Rome. 
Her observations on the prerequisites to a 
possible Union deserve consideration and 
study. 

Chicago. J.E. D. 

The Commonweal, May 22nd: “ ‘Light Be- 
fore Dusk’ is a book to be treasured and read 
by all who are aware of the tremendous im- 
portance of our times and who wish to see 
at least a portion of our problems solved on 
a true Christian basis, a true humanism.” 


Tue Lonc ALERT 

Phillip Gibbs Doubleday, $2.50 
America: “The blurb on the jacket of this 
book calls it a brilliant and important novel. 
This reviewer does not consider it either; in 
fact, it gets off to a disappointingly poor 
start; one does not expect such stilted dialog 
from Sir Phillip Gibbs, and while some senti- 
mentality about ‘dear old England’ may be 
forgiven when England’s very life is seriously 
threatened, an overdose of it is hard to take.” 


Tue Lost PEACE 

Harold Butler Harcourt, $2.75 
“Mr. Butler looks to the combined efforts 
of the British and American commonwealths 
to lead the world to peace. But he sees, too, 
that the only foundations on which a real 
civilization can be built are the Christian 
doctrines of love and charity. A thoughtful 
study of this valuable work should go far in 
the development of that wisdom which is the 
one hope for the future.” 


THe Maxinc or Tomorrow 

de Roussy de Sales Reynal & Hitchcock, $3.00 
* The Commonweal: “. . . a particularly acute 
journalistic analysis of current events. 

The Catholic World: “In a literary style 
most vivid, graceful and enthralling, M. de 
Sales expounds with great force ideas that are 
not always well founded, but are always 
arresting and commanding. 

“Although there are some errors, “These . . . 
are offyset by much clear and uncommon 

bP acs 


Denver Register: “If people think that 
Nazism and Communism have something vital 
the democracies do not possess, it is because 
they lack good judgment or have not been 
taught to think straight. The fundamental dis- 
tinction ‘between sanity and insanity is 
whether one knows the difference between 
right and wrong. A deliberate attempt to 
minimize this distinction has been current in 
ourltage. Our literature has been full of open 
appeals to eroticism. Our universities and col- 
leges ‘Have often been captured by professors 
_ who teach pagan dogmas that, if logically fol- 
lowed out, will wreck civilization and that 
need only a crazy Hitler to put them into 
motion everywhere. Modern lack of morality 
has often been the work of insane intellectuals 
. . . there is a sufficient explanation in pagan 
dogma and morals for all that has been hap- 
pening in our day.” i 
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America: 

“Mr. de Sales should not have ignored so 
completely the role of Christianity in the 
present world crisis.” 


* * * 
Record Breaker 


The Man Who Got Even with God* 
still continues to be the best-selling 
Catholic biography published. 


MaArRIAGE 

Dietrich von Hildebrand Longman’s, $1.25 
By the author of In Defense of Purity. Ex- 
cellent. 


THe Mass or BroTHerR MICHEL 

Michael Kent Bruce, $2.50 
The Commonweal: “In some respects, “The 
Mass of Brother Michel’ bears the stamp of 
the Middle Ages rather than the Renaissance 
and the time of the Huguenot troubles in 
southern France, its actual setting.” 

The Sign: “In ‘The Mass of Brother Michel,’ 
however, we have a work that should be 
shouted about in the marketplace and should 
be forced into the hands of those who think 
that the age of fine writing has passed away.” 

Catholic World, May: “Michael Kent has a 
rare gift for distilling the stuff of drama and 
romance that marked the ways of God with 
man. Should his work go unrecognized it will 
be a sad commentary on the Catholic reading 
public.” 


MeprevaAL HuMANISM 
Gerald G. Walsh, S.J. Macmillan, $1.00 


Review for Religious: “Father Walsh’s book 
puts within the reach of the ordinarily in- 
telligent reader with good educational back- 
ground an illuminating study of the meaning 
of ‘Humanism’ and of the development of 
Christian Humanism through the middle ages 
till it reached its high point in Dante.” 

The Sign: “This book is the fourth in a 
series of popular studies on important topics 
in the history of Christendom, prepared under 
the auspices of the Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine . . . a very important contribution 
to Catholic historical literature.” 

This book is on the Required Reading list 
for Freshmen and Juniors at Princeton Uni- 
versity. It was reviewed by Mortimer Adler in 
Commonweal. 

The Lamp, April: “Like its companion 
volumes, it aims at presenting an aspect of 
Catholic thought in popular fashion. 

“Thoughtful Catholics everywhere should 
read and study this book, not only for the 
purposes of apologetics, but for a better un- 
derstanding of the real connection existing 
between human happiness and Divine truth.” 


Never CoME Morninc 

Nelson Algren Harper, $2.50 
The Saturday Review of Literature: “Mr. 
Algren’s new novel is a knockout. Like a flare 
of light, it illumines one of our big industries 
—the crime racket.” 

Chicago Tribune: “Completely without 
morals, completely without morale, Mr. 
Algren’s characters personify only brute force, 
brute will, brute instinct .. .” 

New Hore 

Ruth Suckow Farrar & Rinehart, $2.50 
America: “This gentle novel deserves its place 
on the current list of best-sellers.” 

*Bruce, $2.00. ae 





. 
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Commonweal: “TIdyllic picture of life in 
small Iowa village with little indication as 
how people earn their living or even run thej 
homes. A simple, occasionally touching pictur 
of a fond childhood friendship and a ministe; 
family circle.” 


Nose CAstTLe 
Christopher Hollis Longmans, $2, 


The Torch: “This book is a contribution n 
only to the study of literature, but also ¢ 
the field of comparative religion. 

“Purchase an extra copy to send to 
college prexies who are teaching our young 
sters to think that culture consists in th 
ability to earn a dollar.” 


No RETREAT 
Anna Rauschning Bobbs-Merrill, $2, 


A chronicle of the development of the N; 
party by the wife of Herman Rauschning 
This. enlightening narrative recites the detail 
of family life on their farm near Danzig, 
author’s misgivings when her husband joi 
with the party in the belief that it could b 
turned into a force for good and their gradu; 
disillusionment ending in persecution and dé 
feat. 
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Otp McDonatp Hap a Farm 

Angus McDonald * Houghton Mifflin, $2.7 
America: “On its dry dust neither farmer 
nor bankers dared to risk a copper, but 
Reverend McDonald was made of sterner stu 
and plunked down his savings on the so 
looking place. 

“With a simplicity of style that is ofte 
amusing and always picturesque, Angus pa 
tribute to his dynamic, hard-working father 
To his mother whom he loved with a p 
found filial affection he dedicates the boo 
It is well worth reading.” 
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$1,000 a WEEK and Other Stories 

James T. Farrell Vanguard, $2. 
New York Herald Tribune: “The book is, tm ™ 
put it briefly, ill-advised. It contains a fe 
pieces worthy of Mr. Farrell, but many whid 
seem hasty, fumbling or tentative. It is drawa) 
to be sure, from the same keg as ‘Stu 
Lonigan’ and ‘Father and Son,’ but it see 
to be the lees, not the wine. 

“ . . it seems to flow not from an uncor 
promising sense of reality but from somethi 
akin to perversity or spite. Because too m 
novelists sugar coat reality or bathe it 
sweetness and light, Mr. Farrell is apparent} 
determined to talk of nothing but the sordi 
and the frustrate.” 


=—p &®? > ew 


Onty One StoRM 


Granville Hicks Macmillan, $2.18 fc 
The Sign: in 

“Granville Hicks is a bewildered man. 8 a 
this does not justify his portrayal of g 
segments of the human race as equally b , 


wildered. 
“There is no excuse for the ignorance @% w 

Catholicism manifested in Hicks’ interpretatiolg 9) 

of conversion to Catholicism. He has one 

his characters say of Heywood Broun: ‘Hej 

wood Broun didn’t turn Catholic for the s 

of Catholic dogma. He wanted to be a 

olic and then find out whether he coll 


stomach the doctrine’.” 
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Our Enemy JAPAN 


' Wilfrid Fleisher Doubleday-Doran, $ 
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By Betty Rogers 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


‘“‘Will Rogers: His Wife’s Story”’ 


Bobbs- Merrill 


312 pages—1941 $2.75 


(We are privileged to announce that the writer of this review is now a member 
of the Advisory Staff of Books ON TRIAL and will be a regular contributor.) 


Here is the biography of a common 
man written by his own wife who is 


1% likewise a common woman, in the idiom 


of common American speech. It is a 
most uncommon book about a most un- 
common character, by one who Irvin S. 
Cobb says is “in her own right a very 
wonderful person.” This book is not for 
those book-of-the-month-club Americans 
who must be served a diet of spicy, 
shadowy salaciousness, who must view 
the subjects of their books through the 


va eyes of the psycho-analyst or the sex 


psychologist. 

Betty Rogers, herself born and reared 
in Arkansas, presents us with a full- 
length portrait of Will Rogers of Clare- 
more, Oklahoma. His birthplace—near 
the Heart of America; his blood—a 
goodly part Cherokee; his family wealth 
—sufficient to enable him to begin his 
wide travels in his ’teens; his highest 
aspiration—to be known as an Indian 
cowboy. 

He will long be acclaimed as a politi- 
cal philosopher; with Ben Franklin, 
Abraham Lincoln and Mark Twain, 
Will Rogers stands as a writer of adage 
and humor; and above and beyond his 
fellow men he will always be loved. For 
what? Well, just for what he was by 


heredity and environment. (Are not 
these the sole claims to royalty?) His 
was the heaven-sent good’ fortune to be 
born of Cherokee stock, in Indian Ter- 
ritory, at the dawn of the era of rail- 
roads, when a few hours’ ride took him 
to rodeos and stock shows in Kansas 
City and St. Louis; to school at Kemper 
Military Institute. 

His was the everlasting restlessness 
of the American Indian, carrying him 
around and crisscross continents and 
oceans. His was the red-man’s careless- 
ness with money, generosity to all in 
need—he gave $100 a week to the Red 
Cross during the World War. His was 
the frontiersman’s honesty and trust in 
his fellowman; he had a great aversion 
for contracts; his word was his bond; 
he never mistrusted anyone until the 
man or woman had deceived him. Even 
then he said it were better to have lost 
through trusting too much than to have 
doubted or mistrusted a worthy. man. 

Will Rogers was a man who could 
make everyone laugh, whose writings 
will keep us laughing. Today we need 
this book. 

—SiIsTER Mary Mark, Librarian 
St. Mary College 
Leavenworth, Kansas 


ror: Fs 


What Readers Say 
When the volume of advance sub- 
scriptions to Books on TRIAL began to 
arouse excitement in our office the 
editor said, “Let’s keep calm. Things 
may be different when they see the first 
issue.” He was wrong. 


* * * 
From Graymoor, New York 
“T should like to sing paeans of praise 
for your paper. It fills a long felt, acute 
need. I hope and I will pray that it has 
a very, very wide circulation. Unfortu- 
nately today too many people are read- 
ing too much junk. I shudder and scold 
when I see many of the books in Cath- 
olic homes.” 
* * * 
From ‘The Magnificat,’ 
Manchester, New Hampshire 
“The first copy of Books on TRIAL 
impresses us very favorably. Congratu- 


af lations and good wishes.” 


From a Bishop 
“T am very happy to hear of your 
venture. We have been pleading for this 
form of action for years. May God 
grant a tremendous success to the 
Thomas More Library!” 
* * * 
From a Chancellor 
“The Archbishop was very happy to 
see this new venture issued forth, and 
wishes for it every success.” 
* * * 
From Fitzgerald-Mercy Hospital, Darby, 
Pennsylvania 
“Splendid helpful project.” 
* * * 
From a California Seminary Librarian 
“Congratulations on the much needed work. 
In the last half hour, I used your first issue 
twice.” * * * 
From Marquette Institute, Chicago 
“T have received my first copy of Booxs on 
Triat and I think it is excellent. 
“I hope that you will continue violently ‘to 
disagree with the fashion of the moment.’” 





Il 







“This Is Your War’’ 


Frustrated and resentful individuals and 
politicians now trying to squeeze into 
the unity tent will not like some parts 
of this book. The author recommends 
that disciples of disunity and impossi- 
ble isolationism would profit by observ- 
ing a trial period of silence. Although 
there are plenty of strictures, the book 
is recommended reading for the infor- 
mation which it contains. 

Mr. Childs bewails our slowness in 
discarding our ingrained habits of luxu- 
rious waste and thinks that defeatists 
and pessimists should awake from their 
long carefree spree and stop taking 
pleasure in gloomy prophecies. There 
are still too many like the Washington 
dowager who offered as her contribu- 
tion to Civilian Defense to let her 
chauffeur handle “whatever odd jobs he 
could take care of during his spare 
time.” 

The author warns against curtailing 
recreational and leisure time facilities. 
He says that in England the results of 
restricting such activities among the 
youth brought about a 50% increase in 
juvenile delinquency, and in some cities 
as much as 75%. There is a great deal 
of useful information in the chapters, 
The Job You Can Do, Food and Health, 
The Household Front, War and Your 
Income, and What is Morale. This 
book could be read two or three times 
by most people with pleasure and 
profit. 

From The New World: “Along with other 
luxuries which we must forego is the luxury 
of pessimism or ‘crabbing’ as we speak of it. 
To many this will be a ‘bitter pill’ for we 
have become accustomed to condemning 
wholeheartedly anything with which we do 
not agree. 

“°*This is Your War’ is well worth reading, 
it is a handbook in the clearer and more com- 
plete understanding of the questions we are 
asking every day.” 


* x 


From a College Librarian | 
I read your Booxs on Triat with much in- 
terest. As you already know, I have a great 
admiration for the work you are doing; and I 
add to that admiration because of your new 
venture. 
Chicago. 
2 -% 
From Maryknoll, New York 
“Booxs on Triat has everything a library- 
magazine file asks for. Too often librarians 
are asked that vague question: ‘Have you got 
a good book? Can you suggest . good book? 


' Ete? The Boox Triar settles all difficulties 


now.” 
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PICTURES IN THE HALLWAY 

America: “His pages are full of a gusty pro- 
fanity that thinks naturally in terms of a 
round curse as the obverse of a no less fer- 
vently conceived prayer. But if one can swal- 
low the oaths, it is a different thing with the 
flagrantly Joycean anti-clerical puns, which 
perch more clumsily, anyway, on the lips of 
this vivid-sighted pub-crawler than they did 
on those of the more patrician recusant.” 


Rapio REPLIES 

Rumble and Carty Radio Replies Press, $.50 
The Vincentian: “This third volume of Radio 
Replies contains 1,460 Questions and Answers, 
and together with the first two volumes con- 
stitutes, as Archbishop Murray says, ‘the: best 
informative work that I have read on Catholic 
Apologetics’.” 
RAMPARTS OF THE PACIFIC 

Hallett Abend Doubleday, Doran, $3.50 
America: “Written with the substantial back- 
ground of. the author’s fourteen years of gruel- 
ing experience in the Orient, as the Far East- 
em correspondent of the New York Times, 
this volume is wing-around-the-Pacific story, 
a crowning reporting achievement of a 38,000 

mile Clipper trip.” 
Tae Rep Har 

Covelle Newcomb Longmans, 278 p. illus., $2.00 
Red Hat is a thoroughly satisfactory and ex- 
cellently well written life of Cardinal Newman 
for the teen age. May Lamberton Becker de- 
scribes it as “the only one (life of Newman) 
for older young people, but old enough for 
anybody.” (Quotation from a recent copy of 
the Herald Tribune.) 

—Mary G. CrREAGHAN 
Students’ Librarian 

Loyola High School, Baltimore 
REGENERATION 

Denis Saurat Dutton, $1.00 
The Commonweal: “According to the views 
expressed in this little book the social and 
political ills of mankind are due to defective 
education, unbridled animality, voluntary birth 
curtailment and religious indifference. The re- 
generation of mankind will come about 
through a systematic fostering of the positive 
contraries of these evils, the greatest need of 
all being for a widespread application of 
Christian principles.” 
RIFLEMAN Dopp AND THE GUN 

Readers’ Club $1.50 


Ric For CHURCH 

Capt. Wm. A. Maguire Macmillan, $2.00 
Twenty-five years as a Navy Chaplain 
brought many unusual and thrilling ex- 
periences to this author, now Fleet 
Chaplain of the Pacific Fleet. 

Between April 17, 1918 when his 
heroism led to his being decorated with 
the Navy Cross to December 7, 1941 
B when he stood on the dock at Pearl 
§ Harbor and saw the air attack begin, 
4 Captain Maguire’s world-wide travels 
fhave furnished material for an absorb- 
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*% 34 24 Review Excerpts and Comments 
(Reprinted without prejudice to author, publisher or reviewer.) 


ing story—which his easy flowing style 
makes into pleasant reading. He saw 
naval aviation develop during his career 
and recites many anecdotes of the air 
squadrons and tells of many tragedies 
of the pioneer days. He thinks a sepa- 
rate Air Force would be a calamity. 
—J.C.T. 
From the Newsletter, Catholic Book Club: 
“Rig for Church should please many readers 


and give them a first-hand view of the life of 
a Navy Chaplain.” 


THE ROCK AND THE WIND 

Vivian Bretherton Dutton, $2.75 
The late Aline Kilmer is reported to 
have once said, “bad writing is a gift.” 
Many of the books now being poured 
out to the not-too-discriminating public 
amply demonstrate the truth of that 
statement. If, however, further proof 
were needed, The Rock and the Wind 
is enough to convince one of Miss 
Bretherton’s “endowment.” 

Early in the book’s some 600 pages 
the author seems to lose control of the 
plot and as compensation, she offers in- 
cidents relating to the pioneer work of 
Oregon railroading plus romance of a 
slightly pornographic tinge. Perhaps the 
latter is responsible for the fourth 
printing of the book within a month of 
its publication. Nothing of particular 
literary merit is there to justify its “best 
seller” position. 
Chicago —GENEVIEVE CROWE 


America: [the leading character] “is pre- 
sented as strong, as she wins her struggle to 
achieve balance between the ‘rock’ of sta- 
bility and the ‘wind’ of emotional urge, but 
her strength consists often of flaccid compli- 
ance with external events, which are allowed 
to solve for her even the gravest moral crises. 
It is a pity that a genuine attempt at a spir- 
itual view of life—notably lacking in the 
book’s startlingly materialistic concept of his- 
tory—should be thus rendered largely ineffec- 
tive.” 


THE SAINTS OF IRELAND 


Hugh de Blacam Bruce, $2.50 
(See Page 21) 
Sam SMALL Fires AcAIN 

Eric Knight Harper, $2.50 


America: “In case you have not met him be- 
fore, it is a pleasure to introduce you here- 
with to Mr. Samuel Small, inventor of Small’s 
self-doffing spindle and as truthful a York- 
shireman as ever blew foam off four or five 
pints of good ale in an evening. . 

“Eric Knight’s stories are great fun; Sam 
Small is already one of the immortals.” 
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SEVENTEENTH SUMMER 

Maureen Daly Dodd, Mead, $2.50 
From a review by Doran Hurley in The New 
World: “. . . a well conceived and carefully 
executed novel. 

“The book is not a Catholic book. If any- 
thing it is un-Catholic. ... 

“Miss Daly establishes her hero and heroine 
as of the Faith in one short passage where 
they go to Benediction. ... 

. although throughout the 255 pages of 
the book we are privy to all of Angie’s 
thoughts and feelings, they are definitely pa- 
gan. It is disconcerting at the very least to 
have an extraneous passage labelling her Cath- 
olic when she is so positively portrayed as 
anything but a Catholic girl. 

“But for the general reading public, the 
book is clean and true and honest.” 

Commonweal: “The neuroticized melo- 
drama of a Steinbeck or a Faulkner is missing 
here, and of course there will be. critics to 
decry its absence as if the portrayal of reality 
demands high-lighting of evil. Somehow it 
seems to me that Miss Daly will have too 
much sense to let such phoney criticism bother 
her, and if her decision to show us American 
life from its poetic and idealist side marks a 
trend, there will be many to applaud.” 

The Ave Maria: “The good Dominican nuns 
at River Forest must find it difficult not to 
fall into the sin of pride.” 

Extension: “What is particularly noticeable 
is Miss Daly’s ability to create atmosphere 
and even cast a spell.” 


Sonc oF BERNADETTE 
Werfel 
(see page 15.) 


Sturrep Sappiesacs, (The Life of Martin 
Kundig, Priest, 1805-1879). 

By Peter Leo Johnson Bruce, $3 
America: “Tf you are interested in the life of 

a pioneer missionary, you will find aneneeting 
this recent biography. 

“The one criticism that comes to this re- 
viewer’s mind is this—the book is written in 
too learned a style to have a popular appeal.” 

Commonweal: “Father Kundig’s story is 
familiar to citizens of Wisconsin, and the rest 
of us are glad to make his acquaintance by 
means of a narrative so honest and unpreten- 
tious, the result of long delving in dry 
archives and wordy records.” 


Tue Seven Girts or THE Hoty GHost 

Bernard J. Kelly, C.S.Sp. Sheed & Ward, $1.75 
It is apparently the author’s purpose to show 
the meaning to Christians of the seven gifts 
of the Holy Ghost. Greater and better knowl- 
edge of the much neglected third member of 
the Trinity is greatly to be desired. And al- 
though prayer and not study, would seem to 
be the most necessary to acquire the gifts of 
the Holy Ghost, the author points out, that 
reading and study are actually necessary if one 
is to know these gifts and to develop ‘a desire 
to have them. 

Pause a moment, dear reader, and meditate 
on your knowledge of the Holy Spirit. If you 
have any difficulty, then you need this book. 

The Torch, May: “Apart from these criti- 


Viking, $3.00 
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cisms, we must congratulate the author on 
his solid presentation of the traditional doc- 
trine on the Gifts of the Holy Ghost. To 
those who find the spiritual life a painful 
process we can recommend this book; per- 
haps they have been trying to do all the 
work themselves and have neglected to call 
upon the Holy Ghost for assistance. Complete 
ease in the spiritual life comes only when the 
Gifts are active.” 


Tue Sun Cirmess SLow 

Julia Davis Dutton, $2.50 
America: “One is jolted a bit at the author’s 
implied sympathy with the Loyalist cause. In 
this otherwise splendid story there is strength 
of a quiet type and a challenging interest 
throughout.” 


THem Name Is Prus. Portraits or Five 
Great MopERN Popes 

Lillian Browne Bruce, $3.00 
William J. Gauche of Mt. St. Mary’s Semi- 
nary, Norwood, Ohio, in The Catholic His- 
torical Review: 

“Apart from some defects Their Name is 
Pius is a worthwhile contribution to the 
rapidly increasing popular literature on the 
history of the papacy in modern times. It is a 
well written and sympathetic account that 
points out clearly that the enemies of the 
papacy ‘without a single exception were also 
the enemies of Christianity and of civilization 
as we know and understand it.’ ” 


Tuis Is YouR WAR 
Marquis W. Childs 
(See Page 11) 


Atlantic, Little- 
Brown, $1.50 


Tus Rosary 

Fuerst Bruce, 110 p., 75c 
A valuable treatise on the history and usages 
of the Rosary. 


Tue UNFINISHED TASK 

Lewis Corey Viking Press, $3.00 
This is another book presenting a plea for the 
new technology to control our democracy. 
The author feels that we can have a great 
abundance of material comforts for everyone, 
more education, and more leisure through 
“functional democracy.” He thinks it possible 
to decentralize industry because the day of 
the great financial oligarchs is past. “Monop- 
oly” is the whipping-boy, that has blocked 
our progress. 

The solution is to give power of leadership 
into the hands of technical-managerial and 
professional groups plus the labor unions, in- 
dependent business and farmers. This would 
form a creative unity theoretically, but actual- 
ly the group with the strongest leadership 
would have the most power. 

Some of the chapters are tiresome reading 
because of repetition. The same ideas have 
been presented by Stuart Chase, Adolph Berle 
Jr. and others. 

The author evidently follows the Humanist 
tradition for he gives it great praise early in 
the book (p. 5). 


“Tue Unirep States AND CIVILIZATION 

John U. Nef University of Chicago Press, $3 
America: “Do not be misled by the title or 
the fact that the author teaches economic his- 
tory at Chicago University. This is not the 
usual blather about enlightenment, evolution 
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and bathtubs which we have come to expect 
from the non-Catholic academic mind. 

“Tt is the author’s contention that, if Amer- 
ican civilization is not already bankrupt, it is 
in imminent danger of becoming so. He sees 
us undergoing not only a spiritual and intel- 
lectual crisis, which is evident enough, but a 
severe material crisis as well. The latter is not 
just a question of an economic dislocation, 
such as we have endured before, but of a new 
and revolutionary industrial trend. 

“Tf democracy is to survive among us, he 
continues, we must recognize and honor the 
true ends of civilization, which are virtue, wis- 
dom and beauty. For the greedy striving after 
material things we must substitute subordina- 
tion of passion to reason, the pursuit of art, 
the cultivation of moral philosophy and re- 
ligion. To effect this change, it is imperative 
that we revamp our educational system, re- 
establish religion and the family as cultural 
forces, modify the excessive freedom of eco- 
nomic enterprise and strengthen and purify our 
constitutional form of government. 


Victory THrouGH Arr PowER 


Major Alexander P. de Seversky 
Simon & Schuster, $2.50 


Saturday Review of Literature: 

“This is a ‘must book’ for the air-minded 
as well as for all who stand in need of con- 
structive hope, and for the confused who in- 
quire and want to be shown a clear road to 
victory without the destruction of our civiliza- 
tion and our loved ones.” 

Chicago Daily News: Seversky believes we 
should shoot the national jackpot on bigger 
and better long-range bombers, faster and 
better-armed fighters, and an all-out air in- 
vasion unaccompanied by any considerable A.- 
E. F. He says that two years will wipe out 
the Atlantic as a natural barrier and three 
years will reduce the Pacific to an incon- 
sequential pond.” 

Denver Register: “It is our belief that 
Seversky is right about the future of air 
power.” 


VittacEe In Avcust 
T’ien Chun 
Needless profanity, etc. 


War Has Seven FAceEs 
Frank Gervasi Doubleday, Doran, $2.50 


Saturday Review of Literature: “Like most 
pre-war American foreign correspondents who 
had repeatedly called attention to the totali- 
tarian menace and been ignored by Europe’s 
inept, fearful, morally dishonest, allegedly 
democratic politicians-cum-statesmen, Frank 
Gervasi was by way of being an isolationist 
who fallaciously assumed that his own ostrich- 
like countrymen could escape being drawn into 
the maelstrom of war.” 


WASHINGTON 1s Like THAT 

W. M. Kiplinger Harper, 522 p., $3.50 
A compendium of everything “Washingtonian” 
by a specialist in gathering information for the 
“Kiplinger letters’—confidential advices to 
business men—published for some 20 years 
and subscribed to by a “blue book” list of 
American firms. 

Although factual and explanatory rather 
than “gossipy” the book reads easily—Kip- 
linger has a reputation for fairness and his 
comments on the leading characters of gov- 
ernment are interesting and enlightening. 
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WHEN PAINTING Was IN GLorRY 
Padraic Gregory 


Excellent. 


Bruce, $3.75 


Witt Rocers: His Wire’s Story 
Betty Rogers Bobbs-Merrill, $2.75 


(see page 11.) 


Younc AMES 
Walter D. Edmonds 


The Sign: “. . . because of its literary quality, 
the book does make light and entertaining 
reading.” 


Younc JoHN Takes OVER 
Elizabeth Jordan Appleton Century, $2.50 


The death of John Campbell’s father as the 
result of an accident throws the young attor- 
ney into a maze of political intrigue and tests 
his ability in living up to what was expected 
of the fourth in line of that same name. 

The fortunes of politics—and love, give the 
author an opportunity to create thrills and 
suspense to the last page. The plot is interest- 
ing but it is not unusual and in less skilful 
hands would be commonplace. There is evi- 
dence of much experience in the easy-going 
manner in which the reader is carried through 
the mayoralty campaign and its aftermath. To 
detail the plot would be unfair to this clean, 
wholesome and interesting novel. 


YoutH Must Fry 
Commander E. F. McDonald, Jr. Harper, $2.50 


New World: “This book is strictly a labor 
love. Two years ago Commander McDonald 
began a self-imposed task of awakening Amer- 
ica to the importance of motorless flight. One 
of his first allies was the Most Rev. Bernard 
J. Sheil, who introduced glider instruction it 
the Lewis School of Aeronautics, Lockport, 
Ill, long before most other flying schools took 
gliding seriously.” 


® * * 


From a Detroit Convent 


“You are doing a splendid piece of wo 
and one which is invaluable.” 


x +e 





















AGENTS 


The intense interest aroused 
by the “Books on Trial’ idea 
has brought us letters of com- 










mendation from people of all 
walks of life in all sections of 








the country. 

We are certain there are 
tens of thousands of others 
who would be equally enthu- 
siastic if they knew of this 
publication. 

We need assistance in 
reaching these people. If you 
are interested in earning 
books or cash commissions 
by helping in this work, ad- 
dress B.O.T., c/o “THE 
THOMAS MORE,” 22 W. 
Monroe St., Chicago. 
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SEVENTEENTH SUMMER 

Maureen Daly Dodd, Mead, $2.50 
We have here a pleasing study of ado- 
lescence and the awakening of first love 
told with charm and the seeing-eye by 
a Rosary College senior. The scene is 
laid in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. In ad- 
dition to the love interest we have the 
beautiful home life of the Morrow fam- 
ily: patient, suffering mother; devoted 
father; sensible Margaret; Lorraine, ill- 
adjusted to home town life after two 
years at college; the heroine, Angie 
Morrow who has just graduated from 
the academy; and ten year old Kitty, 
lightly sketched, but surely one of the 
most delightful small girls in fiction. 
With the high school football hero, Jack 
Duluth and a medley of other small 
town characters, friends of Angie, of 
Jack and of other members of the Mor- 
row family we pass an enchanted sum- 
mer. 

This book, written by a Catholic, but 
published by a secular firm is not osten- 
tatiously. Catholic much to the disap- 
pointment of a small section of the 
Catholic press. Doran Hurley’s review 
in the New World has much to say 
about the beautiful style and great 
power of the young author, but the par- 
agraph in which he condemns the book 
as pagan obliterates al! his kindly words 
and causes one to wonder if he actually 
read the book, as to the sensitive Cath- 
olic, evidence of Catholicity is written 
into every page. Nor has Marion Far- 
well of the Chicago Sun any hesitation 
in pronouncing it a novel of young 
Catholic life. While Mr. Hurley moans 
about the beer drinking young people, 
the Sun states that the book fairly cries 
aloud for a touch of James T. Farrell 
realism (dirt to us). 

All in all it seems much safer for 
Catholic books to be written by non- 
Catholics as is: 


SONG OF BERNADETTE 

Franz Werfel Viking, 1942, $3.00 
In this novel of the life and times of 
Bernadette Soubirous, better known to 
us today as Saint Bernadette, we have, 
what may well be, the Catholic book of 
the year in the field of fiction. Mr. Wer- 
fel, an Austrian Jew, refugee from Hit- 
ler’s Gestapo and the scarcely less dan- 
gerous police of supine France, took 


MAUREEN DALY 
*“Seventeenth Summer’”’ 
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refuge in Lourdes for some weeks. Here 
he became acquainted with the story of 
Bernadette and the history of Our 
Lady’s shrine and the miracle working 
springs. He has not explicitly stated that 
he asked Bernadette’s intercession for 
his safety, but it would seem implied in 
the fact that he promised that if he 
were able to escape to America he 
would set aside his other work and sing 
Bernadette’s song to the world. 

This promise has been magnificently 
fulfilled. Bernadette, beautiful, sane, 
truthful, heroic child of the people 
comes into glowing life in the pages of 
this novel, squarely based upon historic 
fact, which any Catholic might be 
proud to have written. 

The major and minor characters, the 
whole panorama of peasants, ecclesias- 
tics, religious, and civil servants of the 
state are drawn with skill against a ma- 
terialistic world, shot through with 
threads of skepticism and superstition. 
Bernadette’s father and mother stand 
out as simple, well-meaning folk whose 
way of life is disrupted because they 
have produced a “swan” instead of the 
more normal “duckling.” The parish 
priest, gruff Dean Peyramale, who 
threatened to sweep Bernadette out of 
his house with a huge broom when she 
came on her Lady’s errand, is con- 
quered by her simple honesty, becomes 
her stoutest champion and has his soul 
released from earthly cares and jealous- 
ies at the death bed of the saint. 

Thousands of Catholics and non- 
Catholics alike who have known little or 
nothing of Bernadette, will learn to love 
her. Those who do not believe in her 
Lady or the miracles of Lourdes will be 
forced to conclude with the poet, “There 
are more things in heaven and earth, 
Horatio, Than are dreamt of in your 
philosophy.” 

—SisteEr Mary StepHana, O.P. 
Rosary College, River Forest, Ill. 


FRANZ WERFEL 
“The Song of Bernadette”’ 
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Tur SonG oF BERNADETTE 

Franz Werfel Viking, $3.00 
The special merit of this story of Berna- 
dette, as told by Franz Werfel, is that 
Bernadette is allowed to be a little girl, 
a real girl, a very poor and happy little 
girl, not vigorous and strong, but with 
no idea that she should be anything 
other than she is. “For she is really not 
at all aware of the hardness of her life: 
that she suffers hunger, that she is 
housed with five other people in the 
dark hole of the Cachot, that she passes 
long nights struggling for breath.” 

Franz Werfel has no wish to turn our 
little Bernadette into an ethereal and 
unreal or ghostly person. For that rea- 
son, he can make of her childhood at 
home and at school, with her parents 
and with other little girls, a human 
story, and his work turns out to be the 
human record of this child, of her quite 
human reactions to the appearance of 
the Blessed Virgin, as well as to the 
hard conditions of her own life. As a 
child would, Bernadette takes things for 
granted, all the everyday things she is 
used to, but also she is greatly im- 
pressed by the simple majesty of the 
Lady appearing to her. 

Franz Werfel’s minor characters, as 
is often the way with accomplished 
novelists, are too easily evoked, as are 
his social classifications, such as “lower 
middle-class.” But people will be grate- 
ful for this human Bernadette who, be- 
fore she is a saint, is allowed to be a 
fairly dull and uncomprehending child 
with her own little faults. What is most 
impressive is what we may read between 
the lines: how this Jewish novelist, 
landing at Lourdes under pressure of 
exile and war, is totally captured by 
the Lady and the little girl. ° 

—Leo R. Warp, C.S.C.* 
University of Notre Dame 





*Author of “God in an Irish Kitchen” and “Hold- 
ing Up the Hills.” 








Why did Franz Werfel write this 
book? Here are a few sentences from 
his article in COMMONWEAL, May 29th: 


“In July of the year 1940 I stood in front 
of the Grotto of Lourdes. In that moment of 
great anguish I solemnly promised that I 
would lay aside all other work to sing the 
song of Bernadette if I succeeded in escaping 
the surrounding perils and in reaching the 
sanctuary of American shores. 


“In my anguish I turned for refuge to that 
maternal power of the universe which had so 
beneficently manifested itself in the poor life 
of little Bernadette Soubirous. And indeed 
help came to me. 

“Through the medium of this simple and 
charming personality, we see how, even in our 
age of skepticism, divine powers are at work 
and how they raise an ignorant creature, 
favored by grace, beyond her own natural 
limits,” 
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Editor of Books on TRIAL: 

I wish to advise you that I received 
and read through the first copy of 
Books ON TRIAL. Busy bishop as I am, 
a few moments must be found to send 
you an expression of my congratulations 
on your venture. You are off on the 
right foot. There is so much that is good 
in your first copy that I would find it 
difficult to write about everything. I 
wish to make special mention of the let- 
ter from “B. M. T.” on “Dearly Be- 
loved” and the “Bourgeois Mind.” That 
is as fine a letter as I have ever read. 
I thank God every day that He has 
gifted me with a bourgeois mind . . .* 

The way that you have chosen will 
not be an easy one. The guides, if you 
rely on some of them, will often lead 
you astray... . *Still I go along with 
them, help to support them, always in 
the hope that something better will 
come out of them. If the book reviews 
and articles on literature in some of our 
Catholic magazines may be followed 
and the books advocated read with a 
safe conscience, then I say there is no 
objective standard of morality in the 
Catholic Church. 

Not: so long ago I received this from 
one interested in the salvation of souls: 
—Sigrid Undset’s last novel ‘Madame 
Dorthea’ is pretty rotten from a Cath- 
olic point of view—see page 249, etc.” 
I had somebody procure a copy for me 
from the public Library. May God help 
us if it takes a man with a bourgeois 
mind to discover dirt in this book. Pre- 
scinding from the moral issue, one must 
have a strange complex to enjoy stuff 
of that kind. And a learned Editor 
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comes with the boast that he has de- 
voured everything that this creature has 
written. “This novel,” writes the re- 
viewer in Extension, “contains a scan- 
dalous element which we cannot ignore 
or condone”’—malum ex quocunque 
defectu. You would expect this from a 
bourgeois naturally. The editor of . . .* 
knocks him into a cocked hat. Christ 
had a bourgeois mind, but His mind to- 
day is not much considered by the chaps 
who label such a book with the name 
Catholic. 

Doctores scinduntur. I am very much 
in the same fix as your correspondent, 
B. M. T. I realize that outside the 
bourgeois clan I would not be under- 
stood. I have done a lot of defense work 
for the objective norm of morality in 
the Catholic and, with God’s help, will 
go on to the end. My favorite sermon 
to the people is that one with God is 
always in a majority. 

With best wishes and kindest regards, 
Iam 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
% Mr. Rev. Danret J. Gercxe, D.D. 
Bishop of Tucson 


P. S.—You may publish this letter if 
you wish.—D. J. G. 


*Parts of letter omitted to save space. 
* * * 


From a Chicago Priest 


“Words are difficult to find which could 
express my sincere and honest delight after 
reading the first issue of Booxs on Triat. It’s 
marvelous, it’s beneficial, it’s a wow! 

“Believe me, when I say, it is one of the 
best things that has happened in Catholic 
Book Circles for a long time.” 








CONCISE EXPLANATION OF PURPOSE 


The following news item in the Denver Register started “Books on 
Trial” on its way—bringing paid subscriptions which mentioned the 
article from 26 states within a week of publication. 

We reprint it to indicate the widespread interest aroused. 


Catholic Library Places 
Modern Books on Trial 


Chicago—(Special)—A best-book list, chosen 
for quality, instead of a best-seller list based 
on quantity sales—that is the idea of Books 
on Trial, a monthly review published by the 
Thomas More library and book shop, 22 W. 
Monroe street, a non-profit Catholic Action 
organization. The journal features a chart that 
summarizes the conclusions of experts who 
publish reviews in every leading Catholic pe- 
riodical. The idea has met with an enthusiastic 
response, writes John C. Tully, its originator. 
Mr. Tully says there are three classes of 


readers, the ones who take anything that 
comes along, others who buy what “every- 
body is reading,” and the discriminating group 
that will read only worthy books. The last- 
named class has grown rapidly since the war. 

Books on Trial was started to aid the dis- 


_ criminating readers, for dust-jacket or book 


club blurbs are often reliable. Besides a care- 
ful rating as given by Catholic reviews, Books 
on Trial provides footnotes for those who 
want further information, an index to reviews, 
paragraphs from new books, seasonal lists, 
discussion club material, and pages for an 
exchange of reviews among subscribers. Cumu- 
lative charts of large size will be available 
quarterly for posting in schools and libraries. 
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On Censorship } 

From a recent radio broadcast, as 
quoted in the Catholic World: 

“The fifth column of saboteurs of our 
factories and public utilities has its 
counterpart in the fifth column of those 
who piously shout ‘Censorship’ if they 
are not permitted freely to exercise their 
venomous diabolical debauching of the 
minds and bodies of our boys and girls.” 

1 ae * 
From the Catholic University of 
America 


“T hope that good fortune may attend 
your efforts to give our people an in- 
telligent analysis of current best-sellers. 
They are entirely too much given to 
enthusiasm over a book simply because 
it is selling well. I am afraid they know 
little of how certain books suddenly be- 
gin to ‘sell well.’ ” 

* * * 


CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 


We shall also be pleased to hear from 
those who would be interested in a new 
edition now being printed. 

Address Box CE, care of Booxs on TRIAL, 
Chicago. xr a st 


THE CATHOLIC WORLD* 


Do you hate Roosevelt or deplore 
Hoover? Are you worried about censorship 
and now that we are in the war do you 
think criticism is treasonable? Would you 
read a ten-page editorial if it rattled and 
cracked like musketry, and paragraph after 
paragraph rang like the clash of sabres? If 
so look up the Catholic World for May 
and see what a real editor can do when he 
gets just a little, let us say, “worked up.” 
*401 W. 59th St., N. Y. City. $4 per year. 

(Subscriptions may be sent to us.) 
o BR -2 
From a Hoosick Falls, New York, 
Principal 

“Booxs on Trrat SHOULD ATTAIN suc- 
cess in capital letters—if interesting make-up, 
vital material, and consequent influences for 
good are to be considered constituents of suc- 
cess. These are immediately apparent.” 

eo oR 


From a St. Louis Librarian 
“First of all, I want to tell you how de- 
lighted we librarians and teachers of English 
are over your publication of Booxs on TRIAL. 
It fills the crying need of the hour. May God 
bless you and prosper your venture!” 


GS. Nee 
From a Wheeling, West Virginia, 
Academy 


“We think this is a very excellent under- 
taking and one that will be productive of 
much good. We trust that the generous re- 


sponse indicated in your letter will be sufficient — 


to guarantee a permanent publication.” 
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COMING BOOKS 


EtHics ror CaTHoLic NurRsES Summer 
Chas. J. McFadden, O.S.A. Kenedy, $3.00 

THE ALLEGHENY June 18 
Captain Frederick Way F. & R., $2.50 

From time of explorers to date. 

THE Boy From MAINE Me une 19 
Katharine Brush » $2.50 


(By Author of “Out of My Mind” Column) 


CATHOLIC PHILOSOPHY oF History Fall 
Wm. Thomas Walsh Kenedy, $3.50 
DIALOGUE WITH DEATH June 16 
Arthur Koestler Macmillan, $2 


Facing Death—Spanish Civil War. 


ELIZABETH Late Summer 
Belloc Harper’s, $3 

EvuroPeE IN REVOLT June 23 
René Kraus Macmillan, $3.50 

THE FACE OF THE WAR June 20 
Samuel H. Cuff Messner, $3 

The war—’31 to 42—maps—text. 

GENTLE ANNIE June 15 
MacKinlay Kantor Coward, $2 

An Oklahoma “Western.” 

Tue Hour Berore DAwN June 19 


W. Somerset Maugham Doubleday, $2.50 
Novel of English family in war-time. 


I, is BLUNT 
V. Morton 
Secret diary of Englishrifan in 1944 if Germans 


win war. 


MacArTHUR ON WAR June 12 

Ed. by Frank C. Waldrop Duell, $3; pre- 
publication price, $2.75. 
General’s own writings. 

Men WitHovut Country June 15 


ae Nordhoff and James Norman Hall Little, 
1940 escape from French Guiana. 


MIRACLE ON THE CONGO June 25 
Ben Lucien Burman John Day, $1.50 
About fighting with Free French in Syria and 


Libya. 


MurRDER IN RETROSPECT June 16 
Agatha Christie Dodd, $2 
Hercule Poirot story. 


Onty THE Stars ARE NEUTRAL June 17 
Quentin Reynolds Random, $2.50 
War correspondent in Russia writes story of 


past winter. 


Paut REVERE AND THE Wortp He Liven IN 
June 23 
Esther Forbes Houghton, $3.75 


“Book of Month” for July. 


THE Quiet Lapy June 10 
Norman Collins Harper, $2.50 

A long novel. 

Russtans Don’t SURRENDER! June 22 
A. Poliakov Dutton, $2.50 


Story by Red Star correspondent. 
THe SELECTED Works oF STEPHEN VINCENT 


BENET; 2 v. June 11 
F. & R., $5, set 

Poems and Stories. 
THE TwELve DIscUIsES June 10 
Francis Beeding Harper, $2 


British secret service adventure. 
June 12 


Duell, $2.50 
A ae of 76, Washington’s N. Y. campaign. 


Wuy We SHoutp Get Cioser to Gop 
Summer 
Kenedy, $2.50 


oye oo ames 


Fulton J. Sheen 
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The Library and the Love of Reading 


AN ADDRESS BEFORE THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
By RoBert JOHN BAYER** 
(Continued from April) 


Most students can’t. Of course, they 
are taught their letters in the lower 
grades, and know enough by the time 
they finish their schooling to read the 
newspapers and their necessary business 
and technical literature from there on, 
but most of them retain a wholesome 
fear of what are known as highbrow 
books that keeps them wholly innocent 
of any intellectual progress from the 
time the schoolroom doors close behind 
them. I use that word “fear” advisedly. 
We all know how the students in the 


‘Don Pedro and 
The Devil’’ 


Our “Reader's” report: An historical romance 
in fascinating style covering the period of the 
Reign of Charles V of Spain. 

A plethora of characters and scenes. 

Seemingly authentic historically but with ex- 
tremely questionable interpretations. The In- 
quisition is either misunderstood or misrepre- 
sented both in purpose and action. Resurrec- 
tion of the hoary canard attributed to the 
Jesuits that the end justifies the means gives 
rise to suspicion; as does an argument that 
Indians have no souls, if put forth by a mis- 
sionary laboring for their salvation. Is the 
author indifferent to logic or consistency; is he 
ignorantly prejudiced, or purposely catering to 
a peculiar coterie that still enjoy canards they 
know have been exploded and disapproved? It 
would seem that any writer who attempts to 
moralize on the degrading influence of a strug- 
gle for “gold” should be under compulsion 
to learn something about Catholic dogma if 
he is going to write about it, unless, as we 
say, his distortion is deliberate. 

The Newsletter of the Catholic Book Club 

ys: “‘Don Pedro and the Devil’ will give a 
Catholic reader many uncomfortable moments. 
Mr. Maass, fair as he tries to be and gallant 
as he is to the memory of de las Casas and 
Charles V, is nevertheless misleading. His 
philosopher Agrippa, represented as a liberal 
of the Erasmian stripe, mouths the rankest 
kind of heresy. Don Pedro himself thinks and 
argues less as a Spaniard than as a modern 
American in masquerade. The Inquisition is 
regarded as a sixteenth-century Gestapo and 
no effort is made to suggest that some of its 
victims were the criminals they were shown 
to be. With the exception of de las Casas and 
one or two others, the clergy on the whole 
is painted as a fanatical bloodthirsty group 
who argue that Indians have no souls. To top 
it off St. Ignatius Loyola, who is met in pass- 
ing, tells Pedro that one may commit certain 
evils to attain good ends. 

“The most lamentable dogmas, much less 
morals, are passed on to the unsuspecting 
reader as orthodox Catholicism.” 








literature classes, given a list from 
which to select outside reading, will seek 
the books with the fewest number of 
pages. We all know maturer people who 
never do get over their antipathy for 
Shakespeare because they had to dissect 
one of his plays, line by line, one un- 
fortunate semester in high school. It is 
unfortunate that those semesters much 
more often engender a fear of books 
than a love of them; but if we are to 
teach any literary background at all, it 
is hard to see how that can be avoided. 
Encourage Simple Beginnings 

The hope in the situation lies, it 
seems to me, in the fact that the school 
librarian possesses an antidote. The 
reading of books is like any other art. 
It must be practiced in its simpler forms 
before success can be attained in its 
greater complexities. The budding pian- 
ist begins with the simplest of studies, 
not with a Haydn concerto; the student 
artist begins on simple forms, not on 
complex studies. One has to become 
familiar with his piano, the other with 
his brushes and palette before he can 
grow into his art. Just so with the read- 
er. The ability to entertain oneself in 
Shakespeare for a casual half-hour, or 
to thrill to the majesty of Milton’s prose 
on the evening alone at home, must 
begin somewhere with the reading of 
books that are at once easier to read 
and simpler to understand. Before one 
can read and appreciate great literature, 
one must learn to read and love books— 
any kind of books—but books. 

The important thing for the librarian, 
therefore, is to get those who come in to 
the library interested in reading—any 
kind of reading. His or her own ideas 
about the right kind of reading may be 
admirable, but they are valueless if an 
attempt to force them on the student in 
wholesale doses scares the student out 
of the library altogether. However lack- 
ing in intrinsic intellectual value a book 
may be, it has at least this value—that 
it may be made the stepping stone to 
something better. Zane Gray or Ellery 
Queen never added stature to any 
mind; but they and a host of others like 
them, who never pretended to anything 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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Wherein Opinions Differ! 


‘Rifleman Dodd 
and The Gun’’ 


Having been persuaded last month to 
read The Ox-Bow Incident (Readers’ 
Club selection) and having found it so 
completely dull that even to mention it 
at all is unjustified flattery, I figured 
that the law of averages should make 
the next selection at least passable. And 
—such is my devotion to duty—that I 
actually read Rifleman Dodd and The 
Gun to the dull and dreary end—or 
rather, two ends—since there are two 
books in one—both having previously 
been published. 

The Gun comes first. A band of 
Spanish irregulars, fleeing from the 
French during The Napoleonic Penin- 
sular Campaign, find a 3-ton gun hid- 
den in a quarry. This gives them im- 
portance and other bands are attracted 
to join. The leader gets lordly and is 
killed by Carlos O’Neill, whose brother 
Hugh—also unable to speak English—is 
a natural leader whose eloquence leads 
the “Princesa” Regiment to desert to 
him. 

The “Gun” becomes a symbol. Boom, 
boom, down goes another fort. “Kill, 
kill,” shouts Brother Bernard, a “huge 
Franciscan” who appears from nowhere 
and is apparently thrown in gratuitous- 
ly as a “handy man.” Reputedly he can 
make himself invisible to the French. 
Boom, goes the “Gun” again and an- 
other garrison collapses, but wait—this 
time it is Brother Bernard who has 
mixed arsenic with the flour from which 
their breakfast meal was made. 

Brother Bernard is somewhat un- 
usual—we hope. Witness his service to 
the prisoners. “He took his spiritual 
duties seriously.” “As far as Latin and 
the wounded men’s Spanish would per- 
mit, he confessed the wounded and per- 
formed all the necessary offices before 
he cut their throats.” 

Finally, a lucky hit from the enemy 
disables “The Gun.” The story’s done. 
The foreword says it should make us 
think of the occupied countries in the 
present war. This sounds like sales talk 
to give interest to a mediocre tale. 

- Book II is about Rifleman Dodd who 
gets separated from his company on the 
second page. Two pages from the end 
he gets back. If there is any line in be- 
tween worth mentioning I didn’t find it. 


‘Last Time I Saw Paris’’ 


I was curious to see what the re- 
viewers of this book would have to say 
about another book by the same author 
which was a great favorite a few years 
az) among various groups of dim-wits 
and other assorted admirers of the 
“Abraham Lincoln Brigade” and other 
similar supporters of the disloyal group 
known in this country as Spanish Loyal- 
ists. It seemed rather significant that a 
dozen secular reviews were read before 
I found mention of “The Life and 
Death of a Spanish Town,” which Bur- 
ton Rascoe in the Chicago Sun says fol- 
lowed five mediocre novels. Mr. Ras- 
coe’s description of his meeting with 
Paul in Paris includes a few interesting 
sentences. Describing the attic in which 
Paul lived, Rascoe says, “. . . and to 
heighten the aspect of artistic poverty, 
Paul had pulled up one of the planks 
in the floor, so that first visitors would 
stumble and fall on their faces in the 
ashes which he artistically scattered 
about the floor. Two of the exceedingly 
dirty window panes were broken, I pre- 
fer to believe deliberately and stuffed 
with painters’ cleaning rags and an old 
pair of trousers. ... A tiny stove heated 
the room, the stovepipe held up by 
wires and bent at crazy, needless angles. 
Paul’s bed was a straw mattress on the 
floor. The other furniture consisted of 
an orange crate on which sat a type- 
writer, one chair of which half a leg 
was missing (sawed off, I believe) so 
that when you sat on it you immediate- 
ly slid off to the floor. 

“Tt was the dirtiest and phoniest 
place I ever beheld. 

“.. . in Paris,” Rascoe says, “Paul 
earned a precarious living as probably 
the most irresponsible reporter that ever 
lived and edited the Tendenz magazine, 
‘Transition,’ in which he contributed 
and published a lot of rigmarole about 
‘The Revolution of the Word’—a 
phonetic and aesthetic ‘revolution,’ in 
which I am sure Paul hoaxed both the 
readers and his associate, Eugene Jolas, 
an owlish naif, incapable of writing 
good English, who took Paul’s gibberish 
and himself seriously.” 

The foregoing is not an accurate de- 
scription of “The Last Time I Saw 
Paris,” but it is something of an im- 
pression of the author. 
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THE EMANCIPATION OF A FREETHINKER 
(SEconp PRINTING) 


Herbert Elisworth Cory Bruce Co., $3.00 
Fortunately I had read this volume. before |] 
saw it reviewed in one of our Catholic 
weeklies. If I had not, I would have been 
inclined to think it not worth reading. The 
reviewer would have led me to ‘believe that 
this autobiography by a convert of nearly ten 
years’ standing is the story of much dipping 
and no mastery. Previous perusal, though, 
convinces me that the dilettante is the re 
viewer, not the author.’ 

Antecedently we would expect a man who 
entered the Church around his fiftieth year, 
who had spent his entire manhood life in the 
American university world, who after earning 
his doctorate in the humanities and teaching 
English nine years had gone to Johns Hopkins 
four years for another doctorate, one in the 
biological sciences including work in psy- 
chiatry; we would expect the regenerative 
record of such man most interesting. And it is. 
But more. Those years of going from error 
to truth have high apologetic value. I know 
of no other book so well fitted to put into 
the hands of present day non-Catholic uni- 
versity students and professors. It might also 
be used as a preservative of Catholic students 
in such environment, with or without excuse, 
from the danger of atheistic Communism. In 
a paper edition it could do real service by the 
half dozens in Catholic rectories for lending 
out to prospective converts or to non-Cath- 
olics taking the instructions for mixed mar- 
riages. Young priests might well make this 
volume a part of their preparation for convert 
making. 

In the fifties of last century the American 
book by excellence for the non-Catholic was 
The Convert—trecently referred to by the au- 
thor of a popular history of the Church in 
America as a novel. But the story of Brown- 
son’s conversion has little or no appeal to this 
generation of readers, although that intellectual 
giant by following the premises of his non- 
Catholic countrymen reached almost the same 
conclusion as did Doctor Cory: the philosophy 
of life is atheistic Communism. And as the 
light of reason and the reading of history re- 
moved the intellectual barriers that kept 
Brownson from the Church; so too did -the 
light of reason diligently exercised in the fields 
of biology, psychology, sociology, history, 
philosophy, theology, free Doctor Cory from 
the prevailing enchantment of skepticism and 
make out of him what might be called a nat- 
ural catechumen. 

Like the author of The Convert our free- 
thinker emancipated suppresses the purely per- 
sonal note in his life. He goes on no emotional 
sprees in reminiscence and doesn’t talk as if 
the-Church gained much more than the spoiled 
baptismal water by his conversion. There is a 
manly wholesomeness about all he writes; and 
this is borne out by a bit of biographical data 
in the Catholic WHO’S WHO where we learn 
that since his conversion he and his wife have 
adopted five children and given them these 
honest-to-God names: O’Brien Michael; Ruth 
Bridget; Mary Sharon; Anthony Francis; 
James Patrick. 

The very fact that Doctor Cory has fallen 
so deeply under the spell of Saint Augustine, 
whom Brownson characterized as having pos- 
sessed after Saint Paul the largest nature ever 
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given man, is an indication that the head of 
the department of liberal arts these nineteen 
years in the University of Washington at 
Seattle is not unlike the great Bishop of Hippo 
in temperament, natural talents and long prodi- 
gal wanderings in search of Truth, Truth ever 
new and ever ancient. And may these Cory 
wanderings of the twentieth century share 
with the Aurelian wanderings of the fourth 
century salutariness to other souls either as a 
restraint or as a recall. 
Kenrick Seminary 
St. Louis. 

JosepH P. Donovan, C.M., J.C.D. 


* * * 


From Seattle, Washington 


“Your ‘Books on Trial Re-Vu-Log’ 
ought to make history. It is a superb 
project and most appropriate for Cath- 
olic Action. 


“T am one who believes that the great 
reconstructive movements in the future 
will bloom wholly from little ‘cells’ and 
solitary saints while the great tramping 
noisy currents make the confusion worse 
confounded. It was so in the Dark Ages 
of yesterday when Saint Benedict 
sowed the leaven of the Kingdom of 
God deep in the amorphous dough; it 
will be so in the Dark Ages of today. 

“You may make any use of this 
opinion you please, if useful it should 
prove to be.” —HERBERT E. Cory 

University of Washington 


(Dr. sa is the author of “The Emancipation of a 
Freethinker’’ reviewed in this issue.) 


x wr 


*‘Song of Bernadette’’ 


Commonweal: “There can be no doubt that 
Franz Werfel has been triumphantly success- 
ful. His book might almost be called one of 
the most startling of the miracles of Lourdes. 


“Instead of arguing at all, he has recon- 
structed the whole scene with such wonderful 
art that it seems to me impossible for anybody 
to read his book without being completely 
convinced of the reality of the series of ap- 
paritions of Our Lady seen by the fourteen- 
year-old girl in 1858.” 

Rev. R. R. Blanchette (Chaplain at the 
Grotto in 1938) in The New World: “The 
secular reviews seem to have taken the at- 
titude that the author leaves the question of 
the authenticity of the facts narrated, open 
for discussion. Nowhere in the entire book is 
there any indication of doubt in the author’s 
mind. All the objections against Bernadette 
are answered conclusively and definitively.” 


* x 


From a Tacoma, Washington, Librarian 
“After reading Booxs on Tria carefully I 

must confess that it is the answer to the prob- 

lem of book buying in this present time.” 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


‘Treland, Past and Present’’ 


In historical writing, perhaps more than in 
any other field, the authority and viewpoint 
of the author must be considered. Tom Ire- 
land, according to Who’s Who in America 
1942-43, has been a Cleveland lawyer, a radio 
commentator and is at present an officer in 
the U. S. army. His other writings have been 
on child labor, the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence 
waterway, U.S.-Japanese relations and, accord- 
ing to the same source, one other work on 
Ireland, “The story of Ireland and its decisive 
influence in Anglo-American affairs.” 

“Treland, Past and Present” is prefaced by 
a dedication, introduction and author’s fore- 
word which advocate Irish cooperation with 
England, particularly on the question of the 
Irish ports. While the book does treat Ireland’s 
past, about two-thirds of the work is on 
Ireland since 1895. It takes up all the move- 
ments and events bearing on Irish history and 
in the case of personalities, gives enough on 
their lives to place them in the story. In the 
matter of style, the continuity of thought is 
broken because of the fact that the text con- 
tains almost too many excerpts from other 
writers. In some instances too, the sentences 
are inverted and somewhat involved. 


The book does cover a broad span and 
gathers together a wealth of information on 
the history of Ireland. 

ELoIsE JORDAN 


bx * * 


Vulgar Illiterates 


Sterling North in the Chicago Daily News 
says: 

“A critic’s life is not a happy one. At the 
moment I am under fire from the Irish for 
praising James T. Farrell, under fire from the 
Poles for running a review of Nelson Algren’s 
‘Never Come Morning. And now, despite the 
fact that I have just traveled a couple of 
thousand miles to toastmaster a dinner to raise 
and equip an army of stateless and Palestinian 
Jews I shall doubtless be accused of anti- 
Semitism for even mentioning ‘Brother, the 
Laugh Is Bitter? 

“As a matter of fact Farrell does not hate 
the Irish, Algren does not hate the Poles and 
Lawrence Lipton very definitely does not hate 
his own much-maligned race, the Jews. 

“All three men are deeply sympathetic. But 
their sympathy does not drip with pathos and 
is therefore misunderstood by the vulgar. It 
must be remembered that Victor Hugo, Emile 
Zola, all of the great Russian novelists, Theo- 
dore Dreiser, ani John Steinbeck have been 
subjected to sinzilar flagellation by illiterate 
partisans.” 

As his own commentary on his own literacy 
we quote the opening paragraph of Mr. North’s 
review of “The Song of Bernadette” in the 
Chicago Daily News: 

“Franz Werfel does not believe in miracles, 
faith healing, astrology, phrenology or plant- 
ing seeds in various phases of the moon. He 
is a well-educated modern who knows that the 
laws of cause and effect are immutable and 
that a ‘miracle’ is simply an unexplained 
natural phenomenon. 
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Please Read This 


We wish to impress on our readers 
that no excerpt can possibly convey 
anything more than a very limited idea 
of either a book or a review. 

If the public had available the re- 
views from scores of different publica- 
tions—and had time to read them— 
then there would be no need for Booxs 
ON TRIAL, except as a convenient sum- 
mary. What we wish to make clear is 
that just as no condensation can give a 
complete picture of a book, neither can 
any sentence or paragraph convey the 
full implications of a “review.” 


* x 


Leading Periodicals 


CONSULTED FOR 
BOOK REVIEWS INCLUDE 


America . he eee . $4.50 
Ave Maria. . . FP A 
Catholic Historical Review yee 

Catholic Library World (Membership) 


Catholic World . ... . . 4.00 
‘Catholic Woman’s World 

(new name Poise) . . . . 2.50 
Columbia . ( pasemey 
Commonweal... . . 5.00 
Denver Register . . . . . . 1.00 
Dublin Review ..... . 4.00 
Ecclesiastical Revicw . . . . 4.00 
RO aR. OS ee 
RM eo i. Ree 
Mate “ORS 
Liturgiesl Atte . 2 ke ee 
Magnificat . . . oa 
Messenger of Sacred ‘Heart iy Ba 
New Werle ro oe eee 
Grete Prete... en se ne 
Our Sunday Visitor. . . . . 1.50 
Review of Politics, N.D. . . . 2.50 
Review for ion ee i Sere Se 
Sign . . o- eul ee geek ee 
Tablet (London) . Rebs pee 
The. Fhattst. os ae! © ies Se 
The ee ie ee 
Torch niga bee 


Sat. Rev. of Lit. and 

Various Secular Periodicals. 
Subscriptions for any of the foregoing 
may be sent to us. 


* * * 


From Lancaster, New York 
“Books ON TRIAL is a publication that all 
religious librarians in charge of high schools 
have been hoping and praying for.” 
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* THE COMMENTATORS’ PAGE * 


I think I am not prudish about real- 
ism though much modern realism is 
merely “writing in the gutter,” a sub- 
stitute for artistic skill, but I found this 
particular novel not only a dull book, 
lacking in artistic merit of either plot 
or character portrayal, but positively 
revolting in spots. The dirt is so obvi- 
ously dragged in as dirt, serving no real 
literary purpose that I am inclined to 
think the author might be surprised at 
what a psychoanalyst would tell him 
about himself. 

I felt like doing what the editor of 
the Detroit Free Press did with Grapes 
of Wrath—drop it in the wastebasket, 
wash his hands and not insult his 
friends by recommending it to them. 

The author in question has, I think, 
a certain amount of literary skill which 
might improve with practice. But if he 
pursues the “writing in the gutter” 
policy, an easy out for a failure, no 
matter what his artistic success he will 
always be shunned by people with 
healthy minds, not seeking vicarious 
thrills and shocks from the printed 


Pill Joun F. Quinny, S.J. 
Dean, University of Detroit 
* * * 
From ‘The Lamp,’ Peekskill, 
New York 


“Congratulations on your comments 
on ‘Dearly Beloved.’ Personally I 
thought that Sylvester had something to 
say, but couldn’t resist the temptation 
to sell it to the masses through the addi- 
tion of a strong solution of garbage.” 

* * * 
“Dearly Beloved” 

Thanks for one reviewer who does not laud 
“Dearly Beloved.” . . . I bought the book on 
the strength of reviews from and 
. . . « Needless to say, after reading 
several chapters I was bored to death and 
after reading a few more I was beginning to 
wonder how they dared write it up as a 
great American Catholic novel . . . and not 
give “Grapes of Wrath” a good write-up also. 
Glenview, Illinois. —M.A.V., Librarian 

* * *% 

The Sign: “. . . the author of Dearly Be- 
loved solves no problem. He makes no note- 
worthy contribution to its settlement. Rather 
he has created additional problems—that of 
uncharity in delineation of character, clerical 
and lay; that of prudence in the use of realism 
for the sake of effect; that of propriety in the 
foulmouthed language read, and the uncalled 
for frankness in picturing sin. These choices 
add little to the literary stature of the author. 
Rather they spoil passages of strong writing 
and add a sordidness that prevents any recom- 
mendation of the book.” 











Minority Report 
WINDSWEPT 

Mary Ellen Chase 

While conceding the beauty of style 
in which the gripping story of the Mars- 
tons is painted against a background 
of Maine woods and water, it seems 
strange that not even Catholic review- 
ers seem to have caught the subtle 
implications as to Catholic education 
and religious life in the vignette of 
Mother Radegund, her niece and grand- 
niece. 

Mother Radegund is not a Catholic 
nun. Her attitude of contempt toward 
the Sisters who form her community is 
sufficient evidence of that fact. Her lack 
of love for her brother’s orphan daugh- 
ter; the fact the aunt, when the girl is 
dying after the birth of an illegitimate 
child, stands by and sees the doctor 
give her a drug that will insure her 
cessation of suffering until death with- 
out even a notion of calling a priest 
to aid a soul obviously in need of 
priestly care—the fact that she has evi- 
dently determined that her niece’s pre- 
cocious interest in sex was due to her 
segregated life and schooling; that she 
does not plan to repeat the mistake 
with the grandniece whom she places 
with non-Catholic friends, telling them 
to send the child to the Catholic church 
with the servants and that she may 
make her own choice of faith when she 
reaches her majority; her stoical rather 
than Christian acceptance of suffering 
and death, exclude her from any group 
of Catholic nuns whatever. The shadowy 
members of her community, tasteless, 
illiterate if not positively moronic paint 
a picture of religious life that is false 
as well as positively vicious. 

—Sr. Mary STEPHANA, O.P. 
Rosary College 
River Forest, Ill. 


* * * 


Some Further Reactions 

“Thanks for your warning on That Day 
Alone. I was told by a librarian it was recom- 
mended, to do good.” 

“T read Ox-Box Incident and think anyone 
praising it is loco.” 

“One Red Rose Forever, recommended by 
others, is putrid.” 

“Reveille in Washington, recommended by 
you and others is nothing wonderful.” 

Several readers report they either tore up or 
threw away Ivory Mischief before finishing it. 

“Granite for God’s House has too many 
errors to be acceptable.” 


Macmillan, 1941 . 





“Perversion 
Not Accidental” 


The New York Times reports an in- 
terview with Mr. Atrrep Noyes and 
quotes him as saying, “There is an ugly 
pathological savour in the expressions 
of the pseudo-intellectuals that fills so 
many of our books and journals and is 
praised by our critics. The word ‘brutal’ 
has become a favorite adjective of 
praise; do you not see the connection 
between these rootless writers and the 
totalitarians in politics? Brutality has 
become confused with strength in the 
literary columns as well as in the cham- 
bers of Berchtesgaden. That is not ac- 
cident. There is a perversion of aim and 
thought in the world of letters as well 
as in the political world, make no mis- 
take.” 

Further on the article says, “Mr. 
Noyes read excerpts intended to show 
that some of the persons most admired 
in the literature of the last twenty years 
had been malicious almost to the point 
of insanity in many of their actions, 


that their pleasures had been perverse.” — 


i ee 


Bad Literature Is Equally 
Poisonous 


One Minsky recently petitioned a. 


New York court for license to reopen 
burlesque theaters. 

In declining the petition, the court 
stated in part as follows, according to 
the Ave Maria: 

“The record discloses so abundantly that 
those associated with the petitioner have 
over a period of years identified themselves 
with the display of obscene performances 
that their shows have poisoned the emo- 
tions, morals and minds of patrons.” 


* x 


Quoted from the 
Catholic School Journal 

A New Book Service 
Books on Triai, a Guide for the General 
Reader is a new monthly digest of books 
and comments on books with charts sum- 
marizing the verdict of Catholic reviewers 
on current books. This publication will, no 
doubt, be adopted as useful, and even in- 
dispensable, by Catholic readers, librarians, 
booksellers, teachers, and others whose 
position calls for supplying information on 
books, particularly to Catholic inquirers. The 
subscription price, before July 1, is $1 per year. 


x * * 
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DOROTHY POSEY 


Reviews: ‘‘The Saints 
of Ireland’’ 


A book such as this should be required 
reading for all Catholics, for here are 
the roots of the Church in Ireland por- 
trayed by a well-known Irish literary 
critic actively engaged in helping to 
build a new Ireland upon the splendid 
foundations of the old. 

The first chapter summarizes the life 
of SAINT PATRICK in shaping a 
Church peculiar to Ireland—in that it 
was always monastic and rural. 

In case you are laboring under the 
delusion that all saints habitually dwell 
in the clouds or in ivory towers while 
on this earth there is a surprise in store 
for you in the life of Brigid, the daugh- 
ter of a Christian bondwoman and her 
pagan master. She exemplified the dig- 
nity of manual labor and should be in- 
voked as the patron saint of housewives, 
for she excelled in all the arts of the 
hearthside. A woman of strong charac- 
ter, independent and forthright, influ- 
ential in affairs of church and state, she 
was the first Irish nun, the founder of 
religious community life for women in 
Ireland. We may well marvel at the ex- 
haustive research which has brought 
forth this completely rounded picture. 

Columcille who could have been 
High-King of Ireland had many of the 
attributes which distinguished Brigid; 
genius for organization, zeal in labor 
and devotion. Generous, impatient, hos- 
pitable, impetuous—here is an intensely 
human portrait of the saint. Giving both 
fact and folk-tale, de Blacam has care- 
fully differentiated between the two. 
Columcille founded many monasteries, 
and his spirit inspired all those who 
followed in his footsteps, evangelizing 
distant lands. A poet himself, he was 
the champion of the native culture, rea- 








From Marygrove College, Detroit 
“Tt fills a distinct need.” 


* * * 

From Loyola High School, Baltimore 

“Congratulations on your fine and much 
needed review! Our faculty is delighted with 
it.” vy * * 

From ‘Thought,’ Fordham 
University, New York 

“It seems to me that an excellent idea 
has been admirably carried out. If it 
will be of any help I should be glad to 
put Books on TriAt on the exchange 
list for ‘Thought’.” 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


lizing the importance of keeping alive 
the old Gaelic traditions of patriotism 
and heroism. Devoted to his native 
land, he spent almost half his life in 
exile. Due largely to his efforts and in- 
spiration, Scotland became a_ united 


Christian nation, and northern England | 


was converted. 

In the lives and times of these saints, 
we see a most important phase in the 
history of the Church—indeed, of civ- 
ilization itself. Pagan, barbarian hordes 
could overrun the Continent—but the 
citadel of faith, the guardian of learn- 
ing, was the Ireland of Patrick, Brigid, 
Columcille. 

(Dorothy Posey is rapidly gaining 
distinction through her professional 
work in book reviewing — appearing 
regularly before various groups in the 
Chicago area. She will be a regular con- 
tributor on our staff—EDITOR.) 


* * * 

“And Now Tomorrow” 
I’m glad I was able to read “And Now To- 
morrow” all in one piece. To struggle through 
it serial fashion would have made me decide 
that it was a dragging kind of story. Actually 
it’s not. It’s entertaining reading. The book 
has little suspense because the author has the 
habit—annoying, at times—of tipping you off 
to the result of a situation before it has de- 
veloped. She does, however, give a clear and 
unbiased picture of a labor union in the 
process of organization and its struggle to gain 
foothold. 

The story is woven against a background 
of difficulty and strife in the textile industry. 
The mills concerned have been owned by the 
Blairs for generations and igto their prosper- 
ous midst Emmy Blair is born. The world 
seems made to her order but when trouble 
comes her way it doesn’t play at half meas- 
ures. Sickness leaves her with a dreadful 
handicap, the man to whom she is engaged 
marries another, and the mill strike ends in 
defeat for her family because they have never 
learned to compromise. But her troubles cease 
finally—as all trouble must—and the story 
ends with a fully recovered Emmy looking 
forward to a happy married life. 

Naperville, Il. Tont DreTER 

The Sign: “Seldom, all too seldom, does 
one come across so delightful a variation in 
the usual romantic theme as Rachel Field has 
achieved in this her latest, and unfortunately 
for the reading public, her last work.” 


* * * 


From a New York City Monthly 

“T noticed in the Chicago ‘New 
World’ that you are putting out a maga- 
zine evaluating books for discriminating 
Catholic readers. I sincerely believe that 
there is a real need for something of 
this kind, particularly in view of the 
somewhat warped ideas of Catholic 
morality entertained by some of our 
Catholic magazines.” 
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FGinst Prize! 
+ 
(Since it was the only poem? received) 


ve thought for long I ought to pray 
That some courageous soul essay 

To “value” books some way that would 
Be both original and good. 


My fondest wish you now fulfill; 
And I am hopeful that you will 
Enlist the aid and full support 
Of all who realize your worth. 


But do beware—use utmost care, 
And don’t be like your Bessie’s verse, 
Where what is good is not original— 
And what's original is worse! 
(Tee-hee—I tho’t I'd never finish ! close quote.) 


—B B 
bh of nan Seune 


Historical Study 

Dr. Carlton J. H. Hayes, professor of 
history at Columbia University, author 
of “A Generation of Materialism” and 
many other books, recently appointed 
Ambassador to Spain cites his historical 
studies as one of the reasons for his 
conversion in 1904, 

* * * 


WHO WILL FACE THE ENEMY? 

We quote from Our Sunday Visitor— 
“It is true that contemporary society is 
conducted on principles which are al- 
most entirely pernicious. Scant attention 
is being paid to the inalienable rights 
of man. Might is rapidly becoming the 
source and standard of right. The 
dynamic of anti-Christian revolutions 
was never stronger, the apostasy from 
Christ never greater, the Christian re- 
sistance to evil never weaker. What can 
one layman do about it? What car vou 
or I do about it?” 

* * * 
From a Bishop 

“May God bless your venture and 
hew close to the line. Then you may 
hope to accomplish a great deal for God 
and souls. Otherwise you will join the 
army of literateurs bent, in their own 
ignorant way in sending souls to Hell.” 

* * * 
A Pessimist! 

You are on the wrong track if you 
think you can ever get Catholics to read 
anything other than the latest trash, 
whether newspaper or magazine. They 
thrive on propaganda. 

Brooklyn, » » 4 
An Optimist! 

Intelligent people everywhere are 
turning to better literature. Where to 
find it is their big problem. Everyone 
fortunate enough to find Booxs on 
TriAL should go out and find 10 other 
subscribers. Philadelphia. 
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The Short Story! 


WE AWAIT SUGGESTIONS 
Writers Must First Be Readers. 


What Should We Do About Miss 
Potter’s Suggestion? 


May the success of Books on TriAL be 
measured by the urgency of the need which 
inspired its publication! A pioneer in its field 
—and interesting literature in its own right— 
this guide to selective reading is easily within 
the reach of everyone, whether his library is 
a stately hall enriched with walnut and 
Morocco, or whether he is but an occasional, 


hurried borrower from a neighborhood library. . 


In every large group of reacers of good 
books there are a few who dream of some day 
contributing their share to the literature of 
the world. In order to make that dream come 
true, many of these people spend every 
moment they can glean from carefully bud- 
geted days and evenings studying, writing and 
rewriting. They sacrifice pleasure and needed 
recreation. While others play they work at 
their typewriters making perfection of a 
paragraph, and perhaps cherishing the memory 
of a newspaper item they once read to the 
effect that Uncle Tom’s Cabin was written by 
a busy housewife between turns at the dust- 
ing and the baking. 

How they need encouragement! They rec- 
ognize good writing when they see it, and are 
trying their best to make theirs entertaining 
and worthwhile. Often—although it is not the 
easiest form of writing—they attempt the 
short story. They feel that short stories can 
be fine and interesting, and that they are an 
acceptable vehicle for getting their work be- 
fore the public. 

Would it not be in keeping with the aims 
and purposes of Booxs on Triat to publish 
occasional short stories which these people 
write? Readers would be assured of enjoy- 
ment, and who can predict that,such a pro- 
gram would not “bring out” a Catholic 
author of distinguished merit, whose work, 
just as he once dreamed, would help his 
fellow men to greater understanding and 
happiness ? 

Evanston, Illinois —KATHERINE POTTER 


* x 


From Notre Dame 
Dear Mr. Tully: 

At commencement, Bishop O’Hara, 
founder of the Notre Dame Religious 
Bulletin, brought to our attention your 
Books ON TRIAL. 

Your service is an answer to the 
prayer of the busy priest or teacher of 
youth who though he wants to be sug- 
gesting and guiding the reading of good 
books to those in his care yet can’t pos- 
sibly keep up with the products of to- 
day’s press. 

May God bless and prosper your 
work in the cause of good literature. 

—TuHE Notre Dame RELIGIous 
BULLETIN 





Dr. James A. Magner 


“Men of Mexico” will be published during 
June by Bruce—the price probably $3.50. 

The author, Dr. James A. Magner, a priest 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago and founder of 
the famed Carroll Forums of Chicago and 
Washington is now stationed at the Catholic 
University. A previous book, “For God and 
Democracy” (Macmillan, $1.50) was published 
in 1940. 

America has referred to Dr. Magner as “one 
of the foremost and soundest authorities on 
Mexico.” 

* * * 
From Marquette University 

“You are doing a much-needed and 
much-appreciated service and doing it 
superlatively well. We consider it a 
privilege to be invited to cooperate with 
you.” 

* * * 


From a Confraternity Center 
“We share your other patrons’ enthusiasm 
about your new venture, Books on TRIAL. 
It is exactly for what we have been searching.” 


* * * 


Sample Copies 

We have been delighted to receive 
lists of 25 to 100 names together with 
letters saying: 

“We have been happy to write to 
each of these friends telling them of 
Books ON TRIAL. Would you be so kind 
as to send them each a sample copy.” 

We are not only happy to send the 
samples but if there are others who 
would like to help in this manner we 
will mimeograph and mail their letters 
for them if they wish us to do so, and 
will send us a draft of the letter to be 
used. 


Plea For Old Books 


Every time Brother Placidus comes to my 
room to cut my hair, I facetiously inquire, 
“Brother, must I take off my hat?” He 
answers in sweet Bavarian couplet: “Ja wohl,” 
which does not mean “Ell, yes.” But what 
Brother Placidus forgets is that I never wear a 
hat in my room. 

Now, if anybody should ask me if it were 
well to revive or even reprint some of the 
neglected, fine old books, my emphatic answer 
is: “Ja wohl,” and I mean, “Ell, yes.” The 
reason for my emphasis is that the best has 
already been written. But what is the best? 
There’s the rub. You have your list of the 
best. I have a list. Let’s the twain of us sub- 
mit our lists periodically to the President of 
this magazine. He is extremely sympathetic 
towards old books—and our Reading Public, 
I mean our Catholic ‘Reading Public, I am sure 
will venture a long shot bet on our ponies. 

I herewith recommend that you put up your 
money on all of the novels written by Father 
Will W. Whalen. Why have I chosen Father 
Whalen? Here are my reasons: His themes 
are ageless. His technique is flawless. His creed 
is orthodox. 

I also recommend Mrs. Kinnan Rawling’s 
“South Moon Under.” Why? The book will 
acquaint you with the too long neglected 
Florida Cracker. Mrs. Rawlings needs no boost 
from me. Her latest book “Cross Creek” is 
selling to the tune of 455,000. But I like 
“South Moon Under’ more than “Cross 
Creek.” I think she herself is right genially 
disposed towards her first best book. I say 
genially because Mrs. Marjorie Kinnan Raw- 
lings is a genial personality. My evidence lies 
before me. In her letter of May 19th she tells 
me (I quote) “My Cattley guavas are now 
in full bloom, and I am hoping that the sugar 
rationing board will allow me enough sugar to 
make jelly.” 

Further on in her letter she writes: “I had 
a week’s visit from one of your very great 
Catholics, Sigrid Undset, the Norwegian writer. 
She plans to come for a longer visit next year, 
and if possible, I should like so much to 
bring her to call at your Abbey. She is as 
magnificent as a human being as a writer. She 
stands like a living monument to what 4a 
spiritual human can be.” 

God bless you all who are behind the labors 
for good literature, the new and the old. 
Saint Leo Abbey, 

Saint Leo, Fla. 
—FAaTHER JEROME, O.S.B. 
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From an Albany, New York, 
Academy 
“For many years I have been waiting fot 
your publication. I can now go fearlessly be 
fore my English classes and give them 4 
panoramic view of books they should read.” 


0 Re 


From a Philadelphia High School 
“Congratulations on your wonderful pub 
lication. I have been longing for something 
like this to come.” : 





Pe 





AnD Se, E 
From a River Forest College 
“|. . provocative and inspiring.” 
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BOOK LIST SUPPLEMENT 


We have listed on these pages a few hundred of 
our best selling books. We have thousands of other 
titles in stock—also complete lines of all popular 


a pamphlets. 
In succeeding issues we will carry a “catalog 
a supplement” of the appropriate books of all leading 
a publishers appearing in the meantime—with de- prices shown. 
he 
as APOLOGETICS and All the Day Long (Walsh)* 
t? CATHOLIC DOCTRINE Sargent, Daniel 2.50 
he § Uatholic Church in Action ~ wg a taag toma (Eckel, Elsa) * 
b- Williams, Michael $2.50 onn, John Louis 2.50 
of Christ Our Brother Apostle of Charity (St. Vincent 
tic Adam, Karl 2.25 mae aul) 4 a 
lic, | Church Before Pilate nn ranger "ee a 
1a Leen, Edward 1.00 As the Morning Rising (Seton) 
Crisis of Civilization Van Sweringen, Sigrid ; 2.50 
il Belloc, H. 2.50 Autobiography of Eric Gill* 3.50 
her 4 Cross and the Beatitudes Autobiography of G. K. Chesterton 2.00 
her Sheen, Fulton J. 1.00 Catherine of Aragon* 
nes | Divine Romance Mattingly, Garrett 3.50 
ned Sheen, Fulton J. 1.50 Catherine of Siena, Saint 
Essays of a Catholic Jorgensen, Johannes 3.50 
18's Belloc, Hilaire 2.50 Characters of the Inquisition 
vill Externals of the Catholic Church Walsh, William Thomas 3.00 
cal Sullivan, John F. 2.50 Come What May (Lunn) 
te] Faith and Reason* Lunn, Arnold 3.00 
one Schmidt & Perkins *1.00 Cranmer 
§ § Faith of Millions Belloc, Hilaire 3.00 
like O’Brien, John A. paper .50 Cromwell 
ros cloth 1.50 Belloc, Hilaire 5.00 
ally § God and Wark Damien the Leper 
say Sheen, Fulton J. 1,00 Farrow, John 2.50 
aw- § God and the Holy Ghost Dark Symphony (Adams)* 
lies ging ioe F. 2.50 Adams, Elizabeth L. 2.50 
tells ife o iving DeSmet, Father 
now Sheen, Fulton J. ’ 2.00 Magaret, Helene 3.00 
igat Morality and the Mystical Body Doctors Mayo* 
c ie. Mexsch, Emile 3.50 Clapesattle 3.75 
rie | Mystical Christ ie 
had Gruden, John C. 3.25 Dooley’s patie Mr. (Dunne)* 00 
a I Necessity for the Church a ee re 
reat seme W. E. 1.75 Elizabeth, Creature of Circumstance * 
‘iter. age . Belloc, Hilaire 3.75 
Rebuilding a Lost Faith inh 3 
year, Stoddard, John L paper .50 Emancipation of a Free- 
1 to : : cloth 1.50 thinker (Cory)* 
S a§ Restoring All Things: A Guide Cory, Herbert E. 3.00 
She § to Catholic Action Fast by the Road (Moody)* 
at a Fitzsimmons-McGuire 2.00 Moody, John 2.50 
Seven Virtues St. Francis of Assisi 
bors Sheen, Fulton J. 1.00 Chesterton, G. K. 1.50 
Son of God Granite for God’s House (Brownson)* 
Adam, Karl cloth 1.00 Whalen, Doran 3.50 
* ait paper .50 Great Catholics 
SB. a of i aa res Williamson, Claude 2.50 
a adam, Kar . Greatest of the Borgias 
Spiritual Life (St. Francis Borgia) 
Tanquerey 3.75 Yeo, Margaret 2.50 
’ This Way to Heaven : Great Men and Women of Poland * 
Furfey, Paul : : 2.00 Mizwa, Stephen P. (ed.) 4.00 
g fot Treasury of the Faith Series St. Helena (Napoleon) 
y be Edited by George D, Smith (34 vols.) Aubry, Octave r 1,29 
ally. = each .90 In No Strange Land* 
ad Victory Over Vice Burton, Katherine 2.50 
‘ Sheen, Fulton J. 1.00 King’s Good Servant 
Visible Church (St. Thomas More) 
3 Sullivan, John F. 1.00 White, Olive 2.50 
: pull pre he 5.00 Light Before Dusk (Iswolsky) * 
— Man Whe Got E h God aa 
% an o Got Even wit 
‘ BIOGRAPHY (Brother Joachim)* 
‘} Admiral of the Ocean Sea Raymond, M. 2.00 
4 (Columbus) * Napoleon: Soldier and Emperor 
i Morison, Samuel E. 3.50 Aubry, Octave r 1.29 
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scriptive comments—thus providing a means of 
ready reference for those not having complete guides. 


Recent publications are indicated by this symbol, *. 
Reprints are indicated by “r.” 


Shipments postpaid anywhere in the U.S. at 


Now I See (Lunn) 


Lunn, Arnold 1,00 
Odyssey of St. Francis Xavier 

Maynard, Theodore 2.50 
Paddy the Cope (Gallagher) * 

Gallagher, Patrick 2.50 
St. Patrick: Apostle of Ireland 

De Blacam, Hugh 2.25 
Paul and the Crucified (St. Paul) 

McGarry, William J. 3.00 
Pope Innocent III and His Times 

Clayton, Joseph 2.25 
Portrait of Thomas More 

Cecil, Algernon 5.00 
Queen Elizabeth 

Maynard, Theodore 4.00 
Return to the Future (Undset)* 

Undset, Sigrid 2.50 
Richelieu 

Belloc, Hilaire 2.50 
Rig for Church (Maguire)* 

Maguire, William A. 2.00 
Knute Rockne: All American 

Stuhldreher, Harry r  .50 
Will Rogers* 

Rogers, Betty 2.75 
Sanctity in America 

Cicognani, Amleto G. 1.00 
Saint Among Savages 
(St. Isaac Jogues) 

Talbot, Francis 3.50 
Second Empire (Napoleon) 

Aubry, Octave r 1.29 


Secret of the Cure D’Ars 
(St. John Vianney) 


Gheon, Henri 1.00 
Secret of St. John Bosco 

Gheon, Henri 2.00 
Secret of the Little Flower 
(St. Theresa) 

Gheon, Henri 2.25 
Social Doctrine in Action (Ryan) 

Ryan, John A. 3.00 
Song of Bernadette (St. Bernadette) * 

Werfel, Franz 3.00 


Sorrow Built a Bridge 
(Rose Hawthorne) 

Burton, Katherine 2.50 
Story of the Winged-S 
(Sikorsky) * 

Sikorsky, Igor 3.00 
Survival Till Seventeen (Feeney) 

Feeney, Leonard 1.50 
Their Name Is Pius (Popes Pius) 

Browne-Olf, Lillian 3.00 
These Three Hearts 

Yeo, Margaret 2.50 
Thomas Aquinas 

Chesterton, G. K. 2.00 
We Have Been Friends Together* 

Maritain, Raissa 2.50 
When the Sorghum Was High 
(Donovan, G.) 

Considine, Joseph 2.00 
Wolsey 

Belloc, Hilaire 5.00 
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World I Saw 
Maynard, Theodore 

Written in Heaven (St. Theresa) 
Keyes, Francis Parkinson 


CURRENT EVENTS 
Berlin Diary * 
Shirer, William 
Catholic Pattern * 
Woodlock, Thomas 
Crisis of Our Age* 
Sorokin, P. A. 
For the Heathen Are Wrong * 
Bagger, Eugene 
France, My Country* 
Maritain, Jacques 
This War Is the Passion* 
Houselander, C. 
Victory Through Air Power* 
de Seversky, Major A. P. cloth 
paper 
Washington Is Like That* 
Kiplinger, W. M. 
Youth Must Fly* 
McDonald, Jr., E. F. 
(Also other books in this issue) 


EDUCATION 


Character Education in Adolescence 
Allers, Rudolf 

Education of Sisters* 
Meyers, Sr. Bertrande 

Pivotal Problems of Education 
Cunningham, W. F. 


FICTION 


Above Suspicion * 
McInnes, Helen 
And Now Tomorrow* 
Field, Rachel 
Attack Alarm* 
Innes, Hammond 
Ben-Hur 
Wallace, Lew 
Break Thou My Heart 
Tracy, Vera Marie 
Brother Flo 
Shuster, George N. 
Brother Petroc’s Return 
Anonymous 
Callista 
Newman, John Henry 


Canton Captain * 
Connolly, J. B. 
Champlain Road 
McDowell, Franklin Davey 
Children, The* 
Fedorova, Nina 
Citadel 
Cronin, A. J. 
Coming of the Monster 
Dudley, Owen F. 
Dark Wheel 
x. Cc 
David Copperfield 
ickens, Charles 
Death Comes for the Archbishop 
Cather, Willa 
Embezzled Heaven 
Werfel, Franz 


Wiseman, Cardinal 
Faith the Root * 

Fleury, Barbara Frances 
Family, The 

Federova, Nina 
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Farm by Lough Gur 
Carbery, M 
Father Brown Omnibus 
Chesterton, G. K. 
First Port of Call 
Jordan, Elizabeth 
Gates of Olivet 
Borden, Lucille 
Gentleman Riches 
Borden, Lucille 
Girl from Mine Run 
Whalen, Will 
God in an Irish Kitchen 
Ward, Leo R. 
Good-Bye Mr. Chips 
Hilton, James 
Happiness of Father Happe 
Hallack, Cecily 
Herself: Mrs. Patrick Crowley 
Hurley, Doran 
Holding Up the Hills 
Ward, Leo R. 
Keys of the Kingdom* 
Cronin, A. J. 
King’s Highway* 
Borden, Lucille 
Land of Spices * 
O’Brien, Kate 
Late Harvest * 
White, Olive 
Life with Father 
Day, Clarence 
Life with Mother 
Day, Clarence 
Long Tomorrow 
Wise, E. V. 
Mass of Brother Michel * 
Kent, Michael 
Masterful Monk 
Dudley, Owen F. 
Mirror for Toby 
Hallack, Cecily 
Mr. Blue 
Connolly, Miles 
Moscow, 1979 
Kuhnelt-Leddihn, Erik von 
Mother 
Norris, Kathleen 
My Antonia 
Cather, Willa 
My Friend Flicka* 
O’Hara, Mary 
My Father Is a Quiet Man 
Wadelton, T. 
My Mother Is a Violent Woman 
Wadelton, T. 
Never No More* 
Laverty, Maura 
No Other Man 
Noyes, Alfred 
Not Built with Hands 
White, Helen C. 
Old Parish 
Hurley, Doran 
Oliver Twist 
Dickens, Charles 
Once—In Palestine 
Borden, Lucille 
Pageant of Life 
_ Dudley, Owen F. 
Paradoxes of Mr. Pond 
Chesterton, G. K. 
Priest 
Whalen, Will W. 
Problem Island 
Kelley, Francis Clement 


Quo Vadis 
Sienkiewicz, Henryk 


Random Harvest 
Hilton, James 
Royal Road* 
Kuhl, Arthur 
Says Mrs. Crowley Says She 
Hurley, Doran 
Seventeen 
Tarkington, Booth 
Seventeenth Summer * 
Daly, Maureen 
Shadows on the Earth 
Dudley, Owen F. 
Shadows on the Rock 
Cather, Willa 
Silver Trumpets Calling 
Borden, Lucille 
Spark in the Reeds 
S. M. C. 
Starforth 
Borden, Lucille 
Thy People, My People* 
Edwards, E. J. 
To the End of the World 
White, Helen C. 
Tremaynes and the Masterful Monk 
Dudley, Owen F. 
Watch in the Night 
White, Helen C. 
We Who Died Last Night * 
Phillip, Quentin Morrow 
White Hawthorn 
Borden, Lucille 
Will Men Be Like Gods? 
Dudley, Owen F. 
Windswept * 
Chase, Mary Ellen 
Yearling 
Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan 
Young John Takes Over* 
Jordan, Elizabeth 


FINE ARTS, LITERATURE, 


MISCELLANEOUS 
Arts 


Van Loon, Hendrik Willem 
Catholic Literary Revival 
Alexander, Calvert 
Complete Rhyming Dictionary 
Wood, Clement 
Complete Works 
Shakespeare, William 
English Synonyms 
Crabbe, G. 
Fish on Friday 
Feeney, Leonard 
How to Read a Book 
Adler, Mortimer 
If You Please! (Etiquette) * 
Allen, Briggs 
Man Who Was Chesterton 
Bond, Raymond T. 
Merriam Dictionary 
Webster, N. thumb indexed 
New Dictionary of Quotations * 
Mencken, H 
Over the Bent World 
Louise, Sr. Mary 
Secretary’s Handbook 
Leighton, E. Willard 
Thesaurus 
Roget, P. M. 





r 
thumb indexed r 
Thesaurus of Quotations 

Fuller, E 
World-Famous. Paintings 

Kent, Rockwell, Ed. 
You’d Better Come Quietly 

Feeney, Leonard 
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HISTORY 

The Age of the Gods 

Dawson, Christopher *3.00 
Australia: Her Heritage, Her Future 

McGuire, Paul 3.50 
Battleground: Syria and Palestine 

Belloc, Hilaire 5.00 
Catholicism in England 1535-1935 

Mathew, D. 3.50 
Church and the Nineteenth Century 

Corrigan, Raymond 3.25 
Crusades 

Belloc, Hilaire 3.00 
End of the Armistice 

Chesterton, G. K. 2.25 
Epic of America 

Adams, James Truslow r 49 
Europe and the German Question * 

Foerster, F. W. 3.50 
The Everlasting Man 

Chesterton, G. K. 3.00 


French Revolution 
Belloc, H. 1.25 


From Many Centuries 


Betten, Francis S. 1.00 
Great Heresies 

Belloc, Hilaire 2.50 
Great Moments in Catholic History 

Curran, Edward L. " 225 
Great Republic 

Hoffman, Ross J. S. 2.25 
History of the Catholic Church 

Poulet, Charles (2 vols.) per vol.* 5.00 


History of England 
Belloc, Hilaire (4 vols. published) ea. 4.00 
To be in 7 vols. 
How the Reformation Happened 


Belloc, Hilaire 3.00 
Jesuit in Focus 

Daly, James J. 2.50 
Jewish Panorama 

Goldstein, David 3.00 
Making of Europe 

Dawson, Christopher 3.00 
Medieval Religion 

Dawson, Christopher *2.00 
Religious Orders of Women 
in the United States 

Dehey, Elinor Tong 5.00 
Selected Essays 5.00 
Shorter History of England 3.00 
Silence by the Sea 2.75 

Belloc, Hilaire 
Spirit of the Oxford Movement 

Dawson, Christopher *1.50 
Story of American Catholicism 

Maynard, Theodore 3.50 
Thirteenth, Greatest of Centuries 

Walsh, James J. 3.50 
Three Reformers, 
Luther - Descartes - Rousseau 

Maritain, Jacques 2.50 


LIFE OF CHRIST 


Christ, Son of God 


Fouard, Constant (2 vols.) per set 4.50 


Same, abridged  *1 vol. paper 1.00 
Eternal Galilean 
Sheen, Fulton J. cloth 2.00 
paper .35 
Life of Christ 
O'Brien, Isidore cloth 2.50 
paper 1.00 
Life of Jesus Christ 
William-Thompson 4.00 
Saviour’s Life 
Simmons, Gilbert paper .50 
cloth 1.00 
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LITURGY 
Breviarium Romanum 
(4 vols.) per set leather *32.00 
sheepskin *35.00 
Morocco *40.00 
Calvary and the Mass 


Sheen, Fulton 1.00 
Christian Life and Worship 
Ellard, Gerald 3.50 
Church and the Catholic 
paper .50 
cloth 1.00 
Liturgy of the Church 
Michel, Virgil 3.00 
Liturgy of the Mass 
Parsch, Pius 2.50 
Mass 
Dunney, Joseph A. yr 82S 
Matters Liturgical * 
Wuest, Joseph 3.00 
Men at Work at Worship 
Ellard, Gerald 2.50 
Sacrifice 
Bussard, Paul paper only 1.00 
MARY 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Boullan, B. $1.50 
Grace of Guadalupe* 
Keyes, Frances Parkinson 2.00 
Herself 
McAstocker, D. 1.25 
Legion of Mary* 
Hallack, Cecily 2.00 
Mary 
Eleanore, Sister M. 2.00 
Mary in Our Soul-Life* 
Plus, Raoul 1.75 
Mary the Mother of Jesus * 
Willam, Franz Michel 3.00 
Mother of Jesus * 
Morice, Henri 2.00 
Our Lady in the Modern World* 
Lord, Daniel A. 2.50 
True Devotion to Mary 
Montfort, G. 1.25 


MORALS and PSYCHOLOGY 
Catholic Doctor 


Bonnar, A. *2.50 
Child and You* 

Kieffer, Francis J. 2.00 
Church and Marriage 

O’Brien, John A. 1.50 
Companion to the Summa* 

Farrell, Walter (3 vols.) per vol. 3.75 
Convent Life 

Scott, Martin J. paper .35 

cloth 1.50 

Dialectic of Morals * 

Adler, M. 1.80 
Ethics 

Glenn, Paul J. 2.00 
Fear Not, Little Flock* 

Ziempfer, George 2.75 
Helping Youth to Grow* 

Kempf, Joseph 2.00 
Helps to Purity 

Meyer, Fulgence paper .25 

cloth .75 


In Defense of Purity * 
Hildebrand, Dietrich von 2.25 
Into a Man’s World 


McGill, Mary E. paper .50 
cloth 1.00 
Lawful Birth Control 
O’Brien, John A. 1.50 
Love of God* 
2.50 


Graham, Aelred 
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Marriage* 
Streng, Franz 1.50 
On the Way to the Sanctuary 
Meyer, Fulgence cloth .75 
Plain Talks on Marriage 
Meyer, Fulgence paper .30 
cloth 1.00 
Psychology 
Glenn, Paul J. 2.50 
Questions of Youth 
Kempf, Joseph 2.25 
Religion in a Changing World 
O’Brien, John A. paper 1.00 
cloth 1.50 
Safeguarding Mental Health 
McCarthy, Raphael C. 2.50 
Safeguards of Chastity 
Meyer, Fulgence paper .25 
cloth .75 
Science and Wisdom 
Maritain, Jacques 3.00 
Self-Improvement 
Allers, Rudolf 2.50 
Sex Psychology in Education 
Allers, Rudolf 2.50 
Some Notes on the Guidance 
of Youth 
Lord, Daniel A. 1.50 
Successful Error 
Allers, Rudolf 3.50 
This Way Happiness 
Bruehl, Charles P. 2.50 
Training the Adolescent 
McCarthy, Raphael C. 2.00 
Youth’s Pathfinder 
Meyer, Fulgence paper .50 cloth 1.50 
MUSIC 
Art of Enjoying Music 
Spaeth, Sigmund r 1.39 
Common Sense of Music 
Spaeth, Sigmund r 1.00 
Metropolitan Book of the Opera 
Sanborn, Pitts r 1.49 
Music Lovers’ Encyclopedia 
Hughes-Taylor r 1.98 
Piano Music for the Leisure Hour* 
Wier, Albert 1.50 
Songs for the Leisure Hour* 
Wier, Albert 1.50 
Victor Book of the Opera 
_ O'Connell, Charles 2.00 
Victor Book of the Symphony 
O’Connell, Charles 3.50 


PHILOSOPHY and THEOLOGY 
Art and Scholasticism 


Maritain, Jacques 2.50 
Art of Thinking 

Abbe Dimnet 2.50 
Catholicism and the 
Progress of Science* 

Agar, William M. 1.00 
Christianity and Philosophy 

Gilson, Etienne 2.00 
Concept of Sacred Theology * 

Fenton, Joseph C. 3.00 
Cosmology 

Glenn, Paul J. 2.25 
Criteriology 

Glenn, Paul J. 1.75 
Degrees of Knowledge 

Maritain, Jacques 6.00 


* * * 
THe TInKker’s DicEst 
Issued quarterly from College Misericordia, Dallas, 
Penn. $1.25 per year. 
The Lamp: “Serious-minded Catholics will 
profit by reading this carefully-planned quar- 
terly of selections from Spiritual Reading.” 
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Dialectics 
Glenn, Paul J. 1.50 
God: His Existence 3.00 
God: His Nature 
Garrigou-Lagrange, R. 4.00 
Ged and Intelligence in 
Modern Philosophy 
Sheen, Fulton J. 2.50 
God of Reason 
Heydon, J. K. 2.00 
History of Philosophy 
Glenn, Paul J. 3.00 
Introduction to Logic 
Maritain, Jacques 3.50 
Introduction to Philosophy 
Maritain, Jacques 2.75 
Life of All Living 
Sheen, Fulton J. 2.00 
Man, the Unknown 
Carrel, Alexis 2.50 
Map of Life 
Sheen, F. J. 1.00 
Moods and Truths 
Sheen, Fulton J. 2.00 
Mystical Theology of St. Bernard 
Gilson, Etienne 3.50 
Noble Castle * 
Hollis, Christopher 2.50 
Old Errors and New Labels 
Sheen, Fulton J. 2.00 
Ontology 
Glenn, Paul J. 2.25 
Orthodoxy 
Chesterton, G. K. 2.50 
Philosophy of St. Bonaventure 
Gilson, Etienne 5.00 
Predestination 
Garrigou-Lagrange, R. 3.00 
Preface to Metaphysics 
Maritain, Jacques 2.00 
Providence 
Garrigou-Lagrange, R. 2.75 
Reason and Revelation in the 
Middle Ages 
Gilson, Etienne 1.50 
Religion Without God 
Sheen, Fulton J. 3.00 
Spirit of Medieval Philosophy 
Gilson, Etienne 3.50 
Theodicy 
Glenn, Paul J. 2.00 
Unity of Philosophical Experience 
Gilson, Etienne 2.75 
What We Live By 
Dimnet, Abbe 2.50 
POETRY 
Anthology of Catholic Poets 
Kilmer, Joyce r 1.39 
Around the Boree Log 
“O’Brien, John” 1.00 
Best Loved Poems of the 
American People 
Felleman, Hazel, (ed.) r 1.69 
Book of American Poetry 
Markham, Edwin (ed.) r_ 1.50 
Cautionary Verses * 
Belloc, Hilaire 3.00 
Collected Poems 
Chesterton, G. K. 3.00 
Collected Verse 
Kipling, Rudyard r 1.00 
Our Lady in Poetry 
Croarkin, W. E. paper .65 
cloth 1.35 
Poems 
Meynell, Alice 1.75 
Recusant Poets 
Guiney, Louise Imogen 6.00 
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Selected Poems 
Madaleva, Sister M. 1.60 
SCRIPTURE 
Bible cloth 2.00 
New Testament 35 
New Testament * 
Revised translation 1.25 
Concordance of the Biblex 
Thompson-Stock 7.50 


Daily Readings from the 
Four Gospels * 25 
Daily Readings from the 
New Testament * 

Stedman, Joseph 35 
Hymns of the Breviary and Missal 


Britt, Matthew 3.25 
In Praise of Glory* 

Watkin, E. I. 3.75 

SOCIOLOGY 

American Labor 

Harris, Herbert 3.75 
Better Rural Life 

Schmiedeler, Edgar 2.75 
Beyond Politics 

Dawson, Christopher 1.50 
Christian Looks at the 
Jewish Question 

Maritain, Jacques 1.00 
Cooperation * 

Schmiedeler, Edgar 1.50 
Criminology * 

Weir, Eligius 3.00 
Economics and Society 

Cronin, John F. 2.50 
Enquiries into Religion and Culture 

Dawson, Christopher 3.00 
Freedom in the Modern World 

Maritain, Jacques 2.50 
Freedom Under God 

Sheen, Fulton J. 2.25 
Jews, The 

Belloc, H. 2.50 
Labor Problems in American Industry 

Daugherty, C. revised *3.75 
Labor’s Civil War* 

Harris, Herbert 2.50 
Mechanization and Culture * 

Marx, Walter John 2.00 
Modern War and Basic Ethics 

Ryan, John K. 1.75 
Pope’s Plan for Social Reconstruction 

Bruehl, Charles P. 3.00 
Progress and Religion 

Dawson, Christopher 1.00 
Religion and Modern State 

Dawson, Christopher 2.00 
Rural Roads to Security 

Ligutti, Luigi and Rawe, John 3.00 
Scholasticism and Politics 

Maritain, Jacques 2.00 
Science of World Revolution 

Lunn, Arnold 3.00 
Things That Are Not Caesar’s 

Maritain, Jacques 2.50 
True Humanism 

Maritain, Jacques 3.50 
Which Way Democracy? 

Parsons, Wilfrid 2.00 

SPIRITUAL 

By Jacob’s Well 

Leen, Edward 3.50 
Dust Remember Thou Art Splendour 

Plus, Raoul 1.00 
Ferverinos from Galilee’s Hills 1.75 
Ferverinos from the Lips of the 
Master 2.25 


Ferverinos from the Love-Broken 
Heart of Christ 
Anonymous 
Following of Christ 
Groote, Gerard 
gift edition 
Guide for Victim Souls of the 
Sacred Heart 
Kreuter, Josepu 
Heart to Heart 
Newman, Cardinal John 
Holy Ghost 
Leen, Edward 
Imitation of Christ 
Kempis, Thomas 
Imitation of Christ* 
Kempis, Thomas, ed. by Klein 
In the Likeness of Christ 
Leen, Edward 
Lead Kindly Light* . 
Newman, Cardinal John 
Learn of Me 
Kearney, John 
Listening to the Indwelling Presence 
Anonymous 
Living Pyx of Jesus* 
Anonymous 
Meditations for Every Day 
Thomas Aquinas, St. 
Meditations for Religious 
Plus, Raoul 
My Yoke Is Sweet 
Kearney, John 
Progress in Divine Union* 
Plus, Raoul 
Progress Through Mental Prayer 
Leen, Edward 
Sheltering the Divine Outcast 
Anonymous paper only 
Soul of the Apostolate 
Chautard paper 
cloth 
gift 
St. Ignatius Loyola and Prayer* 
Goodier, Alban 
True Vine and Its Branches 
Leen, Edward 
Why the Cross? 
Leen, Edward 
You Shall Find Rest 
Kearney, John 


TRAVEL 


Athens, Argentine, and Australia 
Martindale; C. C. 

Flying Priest Over the Arctic 
Schulte, Paul 

Franciscan Missions of California 
Berger, John A. 

High Conquest * 
Ullman, J. R. 

In Scotland Again 

In Search of Ireland 

In Search of Scotland 

In Search of Wales 

In the Steps of St. Paul 

In the Steps of the Master 

Middle East* 

Through Lands of the Bible 

Women of the Biblex 
Morton, H. V. 

Men, Women and Places 
Undset, Sigrid 

Missions of. California 
Connell, Will 

Path to Rome 
Belloc, Hilaire 

Places * 
Belloc, Hilaire 


*2.75 
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Pulitzer Prize 


The Saturday Review of Literature pre- 
sented the preferences of the reviewers of the 
nation’s press for the Pulitzer Prize Awards. 
Twenty-nine reviewers from the nation’s lead- 
ing newspapers took part. 









1.00 
1.50 


Fiction 


John P. Marquand’s novel, “H. M. Pulham, 
Esq.,” led the fiction list—receiving eight votes 
1.28 for first place. 

Second place with five votes was given to 
3.00 4 “Im This Our Life” by Ellen Glasgow; *third 
place with four votes to “Storm,” by George 
2.75 @ R. Stewart; fourth place to “Windswept,” by 
Mary Ellen Chase with three votes; and fifth 

2.50 place to “Delilah,” by Marcus Goodrich. 


2.40 Biography 
“The Doctors Mayo,” by H. B. Clapesattle 
won first place in biography with six votes; 
2.78 second place with four votes going to “William 
““Q Henry Welch: The Heroic Age of American 
3.00 Medicine,” by Simon Flexner. 


3.00 History 


“Reveille In Washington,’ by Margaret 
2.408 Leech* received twelve votes, the highest num- 
ber given to any book. 
1.75 Second place was given to “Secret History 
of the American Revolution,’ by Carl Van 
Doren with nine votes and third place to “The 
Army of Tennessee,’ by Stanley F. Horn, two 
votes. 
“A Generation of Materialism,” by Carlton 
1.25 J. Hayes received one vote. 


Poetry 


*2.5@ Three votes each were given to “The Dust 
Which Is God,” by William Rose Benet* and 

2.908 “Collected Sonnets,’ by Edna St. Vincent 
Millay. 

2.58 Two votes each were given to “Collected 

Poems of Lew Sarett,’? “Poems and New 

Poems,” by Louise Bogan; “The Airmen,” by 

Selden Rodman, and “Poems,” by Ridgely 

Torrance. 

*Indicates winner of Judges’ award. (In 

Biography Forrest Wilson was given the prize 

for “Crusader in Crinoline.’’) 
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From the Ave Maria, Lemont 


3.5 . . . the most original and progressive 
3,004 Catholic publication.” 

3.0 * * * 

3.0§ From the Librarian of a Theologians’ 
sa Library 


3.00 “T applaud your courage in tackling the job 
3,004 ° Publishing a new journal at this time. It 
3,00m quires heroism in the face of existing con- 

‘FB ditions. 

2.0§ “I wish to commend you far more, however, 
fj for your determination to oppose the secularist, 
2.08 materialist, and God-less book-reviewing jour- 

“nals with one that is concerned to uphold 
Christian standards. 

“If you can but preserve a healthy inde- 
“EPendence of publishers and authors, and pos- 
Bsibly even of reviewers, your journal will ren- 
™§ er invaluable service.” 








BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Heil Hitler? 

Rev. D. A. Lord, S.J., in his column in 
The New World has this to say: 

“Maybe I am wrong, but I had always 
thought the Pulitzer Prize was a reward for 
a novel that contributed to the improvement 
of American life or recorded most accurately 
the American scene. Miss Glasgow can write; 
but that particular novel certainly won’t im- 
prove anyone, and if it is an accurate record 
of American life as it is lived today, I suggest 
we pull down the flag and call Hitler in to 
set us right. 

“T read the novel during a bit of holiday, 
and almost spoiled the holiday in the process. 
The American family represented is sad, tragic, 
washed up with life. The leading character is 
a girl who steals her own sister’s husband, 
drives him to death, steals her sister’s prospec- 
tive husband’. . . and is, in the main forgiven 
by the family for her ‘impulsive conduct.’ 
One of the main characters solves his problem 
with a particularly ghastly suicide. The others 
wander around in a moral and social haze. 

“Tf this improves American life or if it 
represents American life, we’re fighting a losing 
war. A more completely futile and unpleasant 
group of characters you'll not meet in the 
literature of the despairful twenty years 
through which our pagan authors have sloshed 
their muddy way. Yet it is the prize novel of 
the year! 

“For the love we bear America, let’s hope 
the author and the judges were wrong.” 

Just as a comparison we quote from S. N. 
in the Chicago Daily News: 

“Last year the Pulitzer judges went com- 
pletely haywire ignoring all the leading books, 
including Hemingway’s ‘For Whom the Bell 
Tolls. This year their selections show com- 
petence if not brilliance. 

“The judges were playing safe when they 
gave the novel award to Ellen Glasgow for 
one of her lesser books, ‘In This Our Life.’ 
It would have taken much more courage to 
place the laurels on ‘Delilah’ by Marcus Good- 
rich. But courage is not a forte of Pulitzer 
judges. They prefer to be safe, sane and a 
little dull.” 


(“Books on Trial’ rated all three of the 
books mentioned as objectionable.) 


ww 


From a Philadelphia Librarian 

“Tt seems to answer just what we 
were anxious to have. So many of the 
girls in our High School have been ask- 
ing whether there was not a list of 
books which would give them an idea of 
their worth. Nowadays when girls are 
more or less on their own in choosing 
books from a public library, your 
Books ON TriAL will be a great help. 
I am glad you list books published in 
1941, 1940 and if you even listed others 
of earlier dates it would be very useful, 
especially for school girls, who a few 
years ago were not of age to read books 
published then.” 
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Bayer... 
(Continued from Page 17) 

but the functions of an entertainer when 
writing, have tutored many in the love 
of books as books; and many a fine 
private library has a shelf where a row 
of these introducers and persuaders are 
displayed. My own library, for instance, 
has a long string of the black backs of 
the historical potboilers of Rafael Saba- 
tini; and a very good friend of mine in 
Tulsa, Okla., whose collection of mod- 
ern Catholic writers is one of the finest 
in the country, has just inside the door 
of his library a shelf of the writings of 
Edgar Wallace, who, he said, got him 
to reading again years after his last 
book and the college doors closed be- 
hind him simultaneously. 


Why Not Free Movies? 

Indeed, it might well be argued that 
the function of the potboiler—to fa- 
miliarize the student with books as 
books and form in him the habit of 
reading—is the only justification for the 
existence of the free public library. 
There would seem to be little justifica- 
tion for taxing the public generally so 
that a small section of it may indulge in 
the pleasure of reading detective stories 
and modern novels were it not for the 
fact that there is an instinctive feeling 
that it is a good thing to read books. 
I have often thought that I could make 
out just as good an argument for gen- 
eral taxation so that those of us who 
prefer the movies for amusement might 
also receive them free from our com- 
munity—except for this difference: that 
today’s reader of literary ephemera be- 
comes tomorrow’s lover of the literary 
landmarks, whereas no inveterate movie 
goer was ever thereby induced to be- 
come a student of the classical drama. 

So I come back to the point I want to 
make. It is important, of course, that 
the school librarian keep the school’s 
books in good condition and get for 
them as wide a circulation as possible; 
it is important that he do what he can 
to win attention for the great and good 
things in his library; but, perhaps most 
important of all, it is importan: that he 
do what he can to foster the habit of 
reading in the students and that he use 
what tools he has to foster that habit, 
even if the tools themselves seem to 
have no esthetic or intellectual worth. 

This fostering of the habit of reading 
among our Catholic youth is moreover 
the necessary foundation for what we 
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hope someday to build in America—a 
body of American Catholic literature. 
We have made some few tentative be- 
ginnings along that line, but, generally 
speaking, there is hardly enough of it 
to be worthy of a separate classification. 
It has been said, how truly I don’t 
know, that there is no single writer in 
this country who is making a living 
producing Catholic literature. I am in- 
clined to believe it. I do know this: 
That when a competent Catholic writer 
turns out some work for a Catholic 
periodical he is per se making a sacri- 
fice, because he has to sell it for a 
fraction of what he could get for some- 
thing else from a secular paper. And I 
know, too, that the potential total sales 
of a Catholic novel, for instance, are 
pretty low. When it comes to other 
Catholic books—history, hagiology, po- 
etry — well, after copies have been 
bought for the libraries and a handful 
of literate Catholics have put them in 
their homes, the sales are about at an 
end. 
We Have the Writers 


I am not here complaining on behalf 
of Catholic authors. They are a singu- 
larly uncomplaining lot of people. They 
go on making their livings as best they 
can and turning out an occasional Cath- 
olic book as they can afford the time 
and energy. The paradox is, as I see it, 
that the complaint comes from the 
other side—from those who decry the 
lack of production of good Catholic 
books in this country. They, of course, 
are attacking the problem from the 
wrong end. There never yet was a 
profitable market that didn’t stimulate 
the production of the goods. Produce 
the market for Catholic literature in 
America, and you will produce the 
writers—or rather, you will set them 
to work. They are already here. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


It’s been done in England. In fact, 
for a generation, to the extent that we 
have had Catholic literature in this 
country, it has come from overseas. But 
even there, those who have made a com- 
petence out of it are as few as the 
fingers on one of your hands. Neverthe- 
less, the literate Catholics in America 
will not consent to continue as an ap- 
pendage of the English Catholics in 
their reading. But, if they are to bring 
this state of affairs to an end, they 
will have to become consumers of Cath- 
olic books, in the economic sense. They 
will become such consumers when they 
become readers. And they will become 
readers when some group takes it on 
itself to make them interested in books, 
to engender in them a love of reading. 


Is the Study-Club a “Scarecrow”? 

The problem is being attacked in a 
number of ways, such as in the forma- 
tion of parish study clubs. Those efforts 
are to be commended; but I fear they 
will not go far. In the first place, one 
has only to say “study” and most 
folks are scared away. The result is 
that the handful that are left are al- 
ready readers. No! The solution lies in 
the years of youth. Make a reader out 
of a boy or girl before he is out of the 
years of adolescence, and you’ve made 
a reader for life. 


Do Libraries Hinder Writing? 


Of course, in the building of a market 
for Catholic literature in this country, 
we must not only have readers of books, 
but buyers of books. In one sense, li- 
braries are not a help but a hindrance 
in the encouraging of the writing of 
books. Every time a library patron takes 
a book out of a library he reduces the 
potential sale of that book by one, and 
it is only in royalties that the writer is 
compensated. One may say, of course, 
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that if each individual had to buy eat 


_book he read, there would be much 


reading than there is today. I migh 
argue that there is great misapprehg 
sion in the country today about th 
expense of book ownership. But I won} 
because, of course, I agree with fh 
above thesis. I only want to leave thi 
thought: That in encouraging readi 

the librarian ought to do what he ¢ 
to encourage book ownership. In 

small way he can thus counteract f 
effect of book loaning on book sales, 
can, perhaps, best say what I feel abc 

the inherent joys of book ownership } 
quoting a paragraph or two out of 
little monograph on the subject I wre 
a few years ago, called “Poor Man 
Hobby”: * 

“In a subtle but very real sense th 
ownership of a book seems to give th 
reader-owner a special option on it 
contents. This may seem a factor hs 
to explain, but everyone who owns af 
books must have experienced the gent 
added pleasure of reading such a bot 
as compared with the reading of 
he has rented or borrowed. There ar 
of course, more tangible advantages, 
a book is good enough to pay for 
time of reading it, it is good enough 
bear re-reading, or at least its possessit 
will convey the consciousness that it 
available for re-reading at some futu 
time. Even in the lending of books fi}, 
others, there is a self-satisfaction hat} 
to attain in any other way. To sit 4 
discuss a favorite book with a frien 
to experience that fine feeling that on 
enthusiasm and eloquence about it I 
convinced that friend that he ought 
read it too, is an experience not to } 
overlooked. But, then, to be able 
reach into the shelves and lay the cof 
in the hands of that friend puts ¢ 
fine polish on a delightful experience. .: 
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